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Christ suffered in His soul the dreadful torments of a person

condemned and irretrievably lost.

The wounds of Christ were the greatest outlets of His glory that
ever were. The divine glory shone more out of His wounds than

out of all His life before.

He humbled Himself to the accursed death of the cross. There
were no lower depths possible, for the cross bespeaks the whole
curse of God upon sin. It is humiliation inimitable, unrepeated,
unrepeatable.



“Save Me, O God”

The . : Christ

Psalm 69 bears witness to the extent of the sufferings of
the blessed Lord Jesus. We find here expressions of peril,

pleas, and praise.

Peril

Jesus expresses the peril that surrounded Him as a spiritual
drowning: “waters are come in unto my soul,” “I sink in
deep mire,” “I am come into deep waters, where the floods
overflow me” (vv. 1, 2). Like Jonah, Jesus felt engulfed by
many waters above Him, below Him, and within His soul.

Jesus reveals two great perils around Him: one peril
refers to His enemies, “They that hate me...they that would
destroy me” (v. 4). And this is worsened in that they are
many and mighty: “they...are more than the hairs of my
head: they...are mighty.” These enemies viciously reproach
Christ. They make little ditties to provoke Him (v. 11),
they “sit in the gate against [Him],” and the drunkards sing
about Him (v. 12). The result is a broken heart and heaviness
(v. 20), which means Jesus was sick and full of sorrow. And to
make matters worse, He was alone. “I looked for some to take
pity,” says the wounded Christ, “but I found none” (v. 20).

The second peril Jesus refers to is even greater. It is not
the one Christ complains of in this psalm—He only submis-
sively refers to it—but it is greater in dimension. I refer to His
being smitten and wounded of God (v. 26). This element of
suffering for Christ was so great that it broke out audibly, “My
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” (Matt. 27:46).
He was silent in bearing all the reproach of men (1 Pet. 2:23)
but could not hold back what provoked the ultimate heart-
wrenching agony—being forsaken of His own Father!

Pleas
These perilous circumstances evoke from the Mediator pleas
that are telling of a soul in great agony. There are pleas that
expose His heart—"I sink,” “I am in trouble,” “I am full of
heaviness” (vv. 2, 17, 20)—and pleas that reveal His coun-
tenance: “I am weary,” “my throat is dried,” “I wept” (vv. 3,
10). Profound as these pleas are, which tell His Father and us
how He felt, what must strike our hearts with greater terror is
when we hear Him who is the Creator of all things praying,
“Save me,” “Deliver me,” “Hear me” (vv. 1, 14, 16). These
words declare the genuineness of His human suffering. It
must always be clear that Jesus did not suffer for His own
sins. In verse 5, it is not the words of Christ that we read, but
of David and all others who would be honest before God. “O
God, thou knowest my foolishness.” However, Jesus’ suffer-
ing was not symbolic. It was not a stoic resolution that upheld

Him in His suffering. He truly suffered, for the sins of His
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people were upon Him. His soul in agony sought from the
Father true deliverance—deliverance from His enemies and

from God’s wrath due to our sins (Heb. 5:7).

Praises
The declaration of perils and the pleas that they evoked
surprisingly give way to praises—praises to God for the
salvation that shall come due to His sacrifice: “the humble
shall see this, and be glad: and your heart shall live that
seek God” (Ps. 69:32). But like a rippling effect, the result
of Christ’s suffering, salvation, is not the end of all things.
The poor may be heard and the prisoners be remembered
(v. 33), but only so that more praise shall issue forth. “Let
the heaven and earth praise him, the seas, and every thing
that moveth therein” (v. 34). Rightly does Spurgeon con-
clude, “a Psalm, which began in the deep waters, ends in
the city which hath foundations.™

When we think we are distant from the sufferings of
Christ, let us resort to such a psalm as this and meditate upon
the expressions He uses—expressions about the dreaded suf-
fering in the hands of evil men, but a suffering that found its
apex in the smiting and wounding by the Father Himself.
It is here that believers find a very personal connection in
Christ’s suffering. The only reason He had to sustain God’s
wrath was in order for us not to receive it. It was our own
sins that caused Christ the greatest agony He had to bear.

If you have not been saved by faith in Christ, you are
adding to His reproaches by denying Him the trust and ado-
ration of which He is forever worthy. In your peril, learn of
Christ by pleading unto the Father. You must plead with the
words of David, “O God...my sins are not hid from thee”
(v. 5) and seek refuge in the promise, “your heart shall live
that seek God” (v. 32).

May the meditation upon the sufferings of our Lord
during this Passion Season evoke from us a sincere quest
for holiness and continued praise and thanksgiving unto
our gracious God.

1. Spurgeon, Charles H., The Treasury of David, vol. 2 (McLean, Va.: Mac-
Donald Publishing Company), 186.

Rev. Johnny C. Serafini is pastor of the Heritage Reforme Congreg
Kinnelon, New Jersey. ek ol
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Sove's Beautiful 7fctributes and %tivities

Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself; is not puffed up, doth not
behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity,
but rejoiceth in the truth; beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.

In the early seventeenth century, Archbishop Ussher of Ire-
land desired to visit the home of a Presbyterian minister
to see if what he heard about the man’s personal godliness
was true. Ussher arrived at the pastor’s home disguised as a
poor beggar. He was welcomed inside, where the wife was
catechizing the household. She asked the unexpected visitor
how many commandments there were. When he answered,
“Eleven,” she thought him a very ignorant man and asked
him nothing more, but fed him and sent him to bed.

The minister discovered Ussher’s ruse later that night
and asked him to preach the next morning. So Ussher, now
cleaned up and dressed so that the wife did not recognize
him, entered the pulpit. He then preached on what he said
might be considered “the eleventh commandment,” namely,
John 13:34: “A new commandment I give unto you, that
ye love one another.” The minister’s wife was astonished
that the beggar had turned into a preacher, and that she
had misjudged him so terribly and had not shown him
more love!

What is love? How do you know if you are keeping
Christ’s commandment to love your Christian brothers and
sisters or not?> How does a loving person treat others? Popu-
lar media often presents love as a feeling of attraction and
pleasure, but such feelings rise and fall like mercury in a
thermometer. We need love that is less like a thermom-
eter and more like a thermostat—controlling our reactions
rather than being controlled by them.

-1 Corinthians »:4-1

Others speak of love as non-judgmental, uncondi-
tional acceptance, derived from the psychological concept
of unconditional positive regard. But this overly simplistic
approach is confusing and leaves us powerless in the face
of malice and evil. How do you unconditionally and non-
judgmentally accept a terrorist or a serial killer?

Many Christians today believe that the key New Tes-
tament words for love, agape and the related verb agapao,
denote not a feeling, but an act of the will to do good to oth-
ers at our own expense. But this idea cannot be based on the
bare meaning of the words, since the agape word-group can
mean all sorts of things in different contexts. Furthermore,
an emotionless concept of love leaves us uncertain what to
do with our feelings. It also fails to grapple with the deep,
often hidden, motivations that drive our choices.

So where can we find a true description of love? The
apostle Paul has given us an excellent description of it in
1 Corinthians 13:4-7. Paul extols love (KJV: “charity,” from
Latin, caritas) as “a more excellent way” (12:31)—superior to
the spiritual gifts (chap. 12), and absolutely necessary for a
life of any value when weighed in the scales of God (13:1-3).
Verses 4 to 7 display the beauty of love’s attributes and activi-
ties. They are not so much a definition of love’s essence as a
description of love’s fruits; they show us how love motivates
certain actions or behaviors and militates against others.

The description begins with patience and ends with
endurance (vv. 4, 7). Love shows its true colors in how it
responds to trials, suffering, and
evil. The greatest display of love is
Christ’s crucifixion. Paul wrote in
Romans 5:8, “But God commendeth
his love toward us, in that, while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”
The Paul who said that he knew
nothing but “Christ, and him cru-
cified” (1 Cor. 2:2) clearly thought
much about Christ’s love. John high-
lights the love that lay at the root
of Christ’s willingness to die for us
when he says, “Greater love hath no
man than this, that a man lay down

his life for his friends” (John 15:13).



Editorial - Dr. Joel R. Beeke

Love shows its excellence in various ways. Jonathan
Edwards wrote, “Love is an active principle” (Works, 8:301).
Positively, love exercises patience and shows kindness (v.
4). Love just keeps doing good. To serve the needs of oth-
ers and glorify God, a loving person will persevere even
in the face of unpleasantness or difficulties. Love wills
to pay back pain with kindness, returning good for evil.
Christian love reflects the image of God, who is “merciful
and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and
truth” (Ex. 34:6).

Negatively, love does not envy (v. 4). Love restrains self-
ish jealousy because it has learned to say no to self and
delights to see one’s beloved prosper. It does not boast and
is not puffed up (v. 4). These qualities show that love is a
humble virtue. Love inspires a preoccupation with God and
other people and undercuts a preoccupation with ourselves.
Edwards wrote that “everyone who loves God loves him
as God.... If we love God as infinitely superior to us, then
love is exercised in us as infinite inferiors and therefore is
an humble love” (Works, 8:245).

Love does not behave indecently (v. 5). The verb means
to act in defiance of standards, resulting in disgrace. Love
inspires a person to do what is honorable before God and
men (Rom. 12:17b; 2 Cor. 8:21). This statement disqualifies
any antinomian view of love; love extends to God’s law (Ps.
119:97) and strives to fulfill it (Rom. 13:8-10).

Love does not seek personal advancement (v. 5), but
impels us to seek God’s glory and our neighbor’s good. Love
turns us into servants (Phil. 2). It is not irritable and does
not reckon the wrong (v. 5). To be irritable is to be easily
provoked to anger (Acts 17:16), but love controls anger. Not
to keep accounts of wrongs is to forgive—love delights not
to count people’s sins against them (2 Cor. 5:19; Rom. 4).

With respect to its happiness, love does not rejoice in
injustice, but rejoices in the truth (v. 6). Love is jubilant
whenever it encounters righteousness and faithfulness. Yet
love grieves over news that someone has fallen into sin and
paid a heavy price for it; love does not regard such news as a
tasty morsel for gossip. Such love does good, even to enemies.

Verse 6 rebukes the idol of relativistic tolerance which
often passes for love in our culture; sincere love includes
hatred for evil (Rom. 12:9). The greatest display of God’s
love was also the greatest demonstration of His righteous-
ness as His Son satisfied God’s justice by bearing the
penalty for our sins (Rom. 3:25-26). So, verse 6 corrects
the popular Christian notion that love has nothing to do

with feelings. Love has strong feelings against sin and for
righteousness.

In the last four actions or habits attributed to love
(v. 7), the repeated “all” should not be read as an absolute
or unqualified universal. These verses must be read in the
context of the New Testament. “All” means, respectively,
love bears all burdens that we must bear as crosses, believes
all things that we ought to believe as Christians, hopes
for all things that we are to look for according to God’s
promise, and endures all the trials we must undergo, for
Christ’s sake. Thus love inspires these four actions in a
consistent fashion.

There is strength in love to persevere in the midst of
difficulty; in every circumstance, love goes on believing and
hoping. The triad of faith, hope, and love appears many
times in Scripture. As Christians love God, their hearts
rejoice in His faithful love for them, which confirms their
faith and keeps their hopes alive. Edwards said that love
is “the life and soul of a practical faith,” that which gives
faith its vitality and productivity (Works, 8:139, 330-31).
Love is “the most essential ingredient in faith and hope”
(Works, 8:327).

So here we find Paul’s description of love’s persistent
activity in a sinful and suffering world. Love is a verb. Yet
love must be more than outward actions; its essence resides
in the heart’s motives. What drives it? It cannot be selfish
ambition, for love is not arrogant and does not seek its own
things. Nor can love be powered by an immediate pleasure
in the beloved; otherwise love would not be patient and kind
with fallen people.

What then drives love? The text gives us two clues. Its
joy is in truth, i.e., the righteousness and faithfulness of
God. Thus love rejoices in God’s love as revealed in Christ.
“We love him, because he first loved us” (1 John 4:19). Its
perseverance is intertwined with faith and hope, that is, in
looking to Christ and trusting in God’s Word. Edwards
said that love arises from a “sight or sense of God’s excel-
lency” (Works, 8:333). Therefore we conclude that love is
God-originated, God-focused, and God-driven. “God is
love” (1 John 4:8b). We are never deeper in communion
with God than when we walk in authentic love, in which
Christ is all in all. How beautiful, then, are the attributes
and activities of love!

Dr. Joel R. Beeke is president and professor of Systematic Theology and Hom-
iletics at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, and a pastor of the Heritage
Netherlands Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan.
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NEW TESTAMENT BIBLE STUDY % DR. GERALD BILKES

¥ Read:Mark 1:21-34 #

One Sabbath early in His public ministry, Christ was in
Capernaum, where He had settled after having been rejected
at Nazareth (Matt. 4:13). He first preached and performed
a number of miracles. He cast an unclean spirit out of a man
in the synagogue; healed Peter’s mother-in-law, who was
afflicted with a fever; and healed many who came to the door
of Peter’s home that evening for healing. What a Sabbath
this must have been! It’s no wonder that Christ would say
of Capernaum that it had been “exalted unto heaven” (Matt.
11:23). Certainly on this Sabbath, Christ had brought heaven
close to Capernaum and Capernaum close to heaven. Let’s
look at some aspects of this special day.

Heavenly Words

We are not told specifically the content of Christ’s teach-
ing in the synagogue. Undoubtedly, it dealt with themes
such as repentance, the kingdom, and divine grace, as His
sermons had on previous occasions (see Mark 1:15, Luke
4:15-27). Synagogue services at this time usually involved
read prayers, Scripture readings, and expositions by scribes.
Apparently, the scribes didn’t dare go beyond quotations
from the fathers, opinions from men on various points of
doctrine or life. But with Christ, it was very different. When
He preached, the people quickly recognized two things:

1. Authority. Authority refers to the right to speak and
act a certain way. For example, kings and Congresses
are given authority, and they in turn delegate authority
to others. Christ had received a commission to be the
chief Prophet of His people, and in His preaching He

exercised that commission with authority. Moreover,
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the preaching of Christ not only concerned the kingdom
of God; it undoubtedly also manifested the kingdom, or
the rule of God in grace.

2. Freshness. When the congregants asked, “What new
doctrine is this?” they didn’t intend to say that Christ
was teaching something different from the Old Testa-
ment. Instead, He spoke in a way that gave the Old
Testament truths freshness and clarity unmatched by
the scribes.

Both of these features of Christ’s teaching attested to the
fact that He had come from heaven. Is it any wonder His
words conveyed authority and freshness?

Heavenly Power

The second aspect of this day is a display of heavenly power
as Christ cast out a demon. The Devil probably didn’t mind
much when the scribes preached in the synagogue. But
when Christ preached, the Devil’s strongholds were being
threatened. Suddenly, a loud noise interrupted the service
in Capernaum. It was a cry from a man possessed of an
unclean spirit. Whenever heaven makes its presence known,
hell rushes to do the same. This evil spirit drew attention to
itself and away from Jesus Christ.

Some question why this demon would call Christ “the
holy one of God” (v. 24). The explanation here is that
knowledge is power and the Devil wants people to think he
knows, and thus controls, more than he does. He controls
nothing apart from what the Sovereign in heaven permits
him to control, and that only for God’s greater glory. Thus
Christ used this demonic outburst for His own glory. He
rebuked and silenced the unclean spirit and drove him out
of the man. The Devil could no longer possess this man and
hold him in bondage.

Wherever the kingdom of God’s grace comes, the
domain of the Devil will suffer loss. He cannot stop the
progress of Christ’s kingdom, and everything he does will
ultimately further God’s cause, as it did this Sabbath in
Capernaum (see vv. 27-28).



Heavenlq Compassion

Christ not only showed His power in the public gathering
of His church, He also did it in private, in the homes of His
people. After the service in the synagogue, Christ went to
Simon Peter’s house, where they found his mother-in-law
suffering from a fever. We all know the inconvenience and
irritation sickness brings to a household. This may have
been a more dreadful fever than most of those we are used
to; yet it certainly did not rank with things like demon pos-
session. We might think that Christ would have saved His
miracle-working power for a “big” problem.

Nevertheless, Christ showed His powerful compassion
by “standing over her” (Luke 4:39), taking her by the hand
(Matt. 8:15), lifting her up (Mark 1:31), and rebuking the
tever (Luke 4:39). In an instant, the fever was not only
driven away, but the woman’s strength was renewed, so
much so that she immediately began serving the Savior
(v. 31). We might have expected her to take some additional
rest, but instead, “immediately she arose and ministered
unto them” (Luke 4:39). In a single moment, Christ’s mira-
cle had turned this home into a place fragrant with heaven’s
bountiful grace.

In fact, the aroma of grace spilled beyond the home of
Peter. Just a little while later, all of Capernaum was at the
door where Christ was staying with their sick, dying, and
demon-possessed family members, friends, and neighbors.
We read, “and he laid his hands on every one of them, and
healed them” (Luke 4:40). Did a hospital ever see as many
patients healed in such a short span as that Sabbath evening
in Capernaum? What compassion was showed to Caper-
naum by Christ!

A Heavenly Suretg

We can be thankful for Sabbaths when heaven sees to
come close, and the reign of grace makes an impact on our
churches and homes and communities. Yet we must remem-
ber that such experiences come only because of a Surety sent
down from heaven. Matthew helps us understand this. After
he records some of the events of this Sabbath in Capernaum,
he notes how they fulfill a prophecy from the Old Testa-
ment: “Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sick-
nesses” (Matt. 8:17, quoting Isa. 53:4).

As Christ moved among the rows of the sick and dying
outside the home of Peter that day, He was not only dis-
pensing healing and turning back the curse; He was taking
upon Himself these diseases and preparing to die under a

curse. Through this reference to prophecy, Matthew unveils
a side to this Sabbath that probably most, if not all, failed
to process that day. Christ was bestowing mercies from
heaven, but at the cost of His own suffering of hell some
three years later.

Equally sobering was the fact that many appeared not
to have profited from this day in their hearts. Only a few
chapters later, we read how Christ mentioned Capernaum
by name among those cities which, though “exalted to
heaven” through His ministry, would be “brought down
to hell” (Matt. 11:23). May the mercies we have in our
churches, homes, and communities direct us to the feet of
the Surety for true life through Him, and not testify against
us in the final day.

Questions

1.What can we learn about Christ’s speaking with
authority—for both preachers and hearers alike?

2.A fever is something that takes hold of the capacities
of the body, keeping them from functioning normally.
What sorts of mental, emotional, and spiritual fevers
can sometimes take hold of us that we need Christ to
rebuke, and how does He do that even today?

3.Peter’s mother-in-law used her newfound strength in
the service of the Lord. What spiritual lesson does this
suggest?

4.Peter’s mother-in-law served Christ in the confines
of the house. How is this a help and lesson for those
whose primary place of influence is their homes?

5.What subtle warnings does this passage imply, espe-
cially in light of Matthew 8:17 and 11:23?

Dr. Gerald M. Bilkes is Professor of Old and New Testament at Puritan

Reformed Theological Seminary and an ordained minister in the Free Reformed
churches of North America.
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Christ and the Condition: The Covenant
Theology of Samuel Petto (1624-1711)
Michael Brown

Covenant theology is the “warp and woof” of
Reformed theology, and its development was
most seriously worked out during the seventeenth
century. In Christ and the Condition, Michael
Brown introduces us to an influential Puritan
pastor who, though now largely forgotten, was a
significant contributor to the covenantal debates
of his day. Brown analyzes the covenantal thought
of Samuel Petto and reveals a diversity of thought among the Puritans,
especially concerning the Mosaic covenant. Brown’s assessment places
Petto in the context of the covenantal debates and also demonstrates
the implications of covenantal thought on the doctrine of justification.

“It’s always a pleasure to meet another great exponent of classic
Reformed theology. Petto is someone I should have known, but
didn’t until Michael Brown introduced him to me. The issues Petto
raises—and the context that Brown provides—greatly enrich our
own conversations about the twin dangers of antinomianism and
neo-nomianism in our own day.”
—MicHAEL S. HorTON, Professor of Systematic Theology
and Apologetics, Westminster Seminary California

(140 pages, PB) $18.00 | $14.00
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Living Blessedly Forever

J. Stephen Yuille

In Living Blessedly Forever, ]. Stephen Yuille
demonstrates how Perkins practically taught
about God, joy, and the Christian life through
his preaching on the Sermon on the Mount.
Yuille begins with a brief account of Perkins’s
life and ministry, considering several factors that
shaped Perkins’s interpretation and application
of the Sermon on the Mount. He then examines
Perkins’s exposition of Matthew 57, identifying
six marks of godliness (blessedness, repentance, righteousness, sincerity,
contentment, and faithfulness) and concluding with a challenge to join
practice with knowledge of the word of Christ. Yuille’s work is more
than a simple look at a sermon series given by a Puritan. While you will
learn much about Perkins’s approach to the Sermon on the Mount, you
will also be challenged to live blessedly forever.
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FOREVER

“One of the great puzzles of church history is the church’s failure to
keep in print the works of William Perkins. Why, when so many of the
Puritan writers were reprinted in the nineteenth century, was Perkins,
the prince of the Puritans, passed by? In his own day he topped the
best seller list of English theological/practical writers. In our day, this
problem is slowly (very slowly) being remedied. For this reason, I am
thankful for Stephen Yuille’s exposition of Perkins’s commentary on the
Sermon on the Mount. Yuille’s work is a clear presentation of Perkins
and written with the same goal as Perkins, that men and women may
live blessedly forever. I enthusiastically commend this book to one
who wants to get better insight into Perkins, as well to all who desire a
practical exposition of Christ’s most famous sermon.”

—JosepH A. P1pa JR., President of Greenville

Presbyterian Seminary, Greenville, South Carolina

(176 pages, PB) $12.00 | $9.00
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OTHER NEW BOOKS »

A Faithful Church Member— Joe/ R. Becke
w Do you view church membership in the same way
many view a club membership—something you can
sign up for but use only when the need or desire arises?
In this booklet, Dr. Joel Beeke returns to the biblical
concept of the church in five areas—Christ's Word,
ot person, people, cause, and image—and draws fifteen
=8 characteristics of faithful church membership in its

personal, public, and practical aspects.
(EP Books, PB, 48 pages) $6.99 | $5.00

Why the Cross?
John Blanchard
g& Lhe cross is a universally popular symbol—but how
many consider what it means? The author answers
4 why Jesus was put to death, what is unique about
the crucifixion, and how the cross makes a differ-

| ence today. (EP, PB, 48 pgs) $2.00 | $1.50

B The Reformed Doctrine of the Atonement
med Loraine Boettner

e Nothing is more worthy of our study than to know

il Christ and Him crucified. Though seven decades

have passed since the original publication of Loraine

Boettner’s book on the atonement, it speaks with

remarkable freshness today because it speaks the

imperishable Word of God. Readers will find

Boettner’s defense of the atonement against modern-

ism strikingly relevant to contemporary debates as theological liberalism
again rears its head in the church.

(Solid Ground, PB, 136 pgs) $13.00 | $8.50

The Earth: Its Structure & Its Changes
Tom DeRosa, Carolyn Reeves
This fourth book in the Investigate the Pos-
sibilities series (for grades 3 to 6) covers top-
ics such as why caves and sinkholes form,
what is in the soil we walk on, how warning
signs are present prior to volcanic eruptions,
and what tests can be used to identify rocks, and much more.
(Master Books, PB, 88 pgs) $13.00 | $9.50

The Earth: Its Structure & Its Changes (Teacher’s Guide)
Tom DeRosa, Carolyn Reeves
This combined teacher and student book, companion to the same
title in the Investigate the Possibilities series, provides additional
resource information, answers to students’ questions, guidance for
scientific experiments with easy-to-gather materials, perforated stu-
dent pages that can be removed and copied, and more.

(Master Books, PB, 88 pgs) $7.00 | $5.50

Olney Hymns — William Cowper and John Newton
Most modern hymnbooks include gems such as “God
Moves in a Mysterious Way” or “Amazing Grace.”

| Newton, a former slave ship captain, curate at Olney

.| Church. This collection, first published in 1779,

| includes 348 hymns divided into three categories.
(Gospel Standard, HB, 164 pgs) $19.00 | $14.00




Saul and Sons: Decline and Fallout in the

Family of Israel’s First King

Brian Edwards

Israel’s first king began with great promise and
ended in tragedy. In this study, Edwards looks
at the lives of Saul and his sons, Jonathan and
Mephibosheth. Each chapter concludes with study

questions.

(Day One, PB, 156 pages) $13.00 | $9.00

Christ Formed in You:

The Power of the Gospel for Personal Change
Brian G. Hedges

This book is about spiritual formation, the “grace-
driven developmental process in which the soul
grows in conformity to the image of Christ.” Are
you becoming more like Jesus? This book explains
the only way to be conformed to the image of Christ:
through an increasing understanding and applica-
tion of the gospel.

(Shepherd Press, PB, 302 pages) $16.00 | $13.00

Faith Comes by Hearing:

A Response to Inclusivism

Edited by Christopher Morgan and Robert Peterson

What is the fate of the unevangelized? The tradi-
tional position seems to have fallen out of favor with
many evangelicals. But the contributors to Faizh
Comes by Hearing demur. This book is a passionate
but irenic response to the arguments of those who
believe that the unevangelized can (or might) be
saved apart from the knowledge of Jesus Christ.

(IVP, PB, 270 pages) $23.00 | $17.00

A TTH oM ESS
BY HEARING

Josiah’s Reformation

Richard Sibbes

Sibbes understood that true reformation—whether

in Josiah’s day, Sibbes’s, or ours—must begin in the

heart, with love for Christ. Sibbes teaches that we

are sanctified just as we were first saved, through

believing in Christ. This book was originally a

Emmmmmmmmmm  four-part sermon series on 2 Chronicles 34:26—
28, where the Lord is said to have heard Josiah

because his heart was tender, because he was humble, and because

he mourned his sin. The message of this book is as relevant today

as when it was first published in 1629.

(Banner of Truth, PB, 171 pages) $10.00 | $7.00

How the Gospel Brings Us All the Way Home
Derek W. H. Thomas

Romans 8 is a description of the Christian life, from
justification to glorification, from trial and suffer-
ing to the peace and tranquility of the new heavens
and new earth. In this book, Dr. Thomas leads his
readers step by step through this remarkable chapter
of Scripture, unfolding the waystations along the
Christian journey and uncovering profound exhor-
tations and reassurances for God’s people.

(Reformation Trust, HC, 157 pages) $15.00 | $10.00

Jay T. Collier & Joel R. Beeke

«

But for the Grace of God:

An Exposition of the Canons of Dort

Cornelis P. Venema

In a time of renewed interest in Reformed theology,
there are few books available that explore the precious
wisdom of the Canons of Dort, the classic statement
of the Reformed church’s famous seventeenth-century
international synod that expounds what we now call
the Five Points of Calvinism. Cornelis Venema’s book
fills the gap. Written clearly and simply, Buz for the Grace of God explores
each point of doctrine, demonstrates the foundation of this doctrine in
the Holy Scriptures, and responds to objections. Especially refreshing
are Venema’s treatments of evangelism and human responsibility under
the sovereignty of God and for the glory of God. The discussion ques-
tions make this book ideal for small group studies.

(Reformed Fellowship, PB, 162 pages) $8.00 | $6.50

These titles are recently published or reprinted.
The first price is retail, and the second is our discounted price.
PB = paperback, HC = hard cover.

Send orders for the above titles to:

REFORMATION HERITAGE BOOKS
2965 Leonard St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525
616-977-0889/Fax: 616-285-3246

www.heritagebooks.org; e-mail: orders@heritagebooks.org

=

B

Qty. Author/Title Price Total
Sub-total
Mich. residents add 6% sales tax. Sales Tax
Postage (US 12%, min. $3.99;
Canada: 20%, min. $7.50; Postage
Overseas: 28%, min. $10.00) Total
Name
Address
VISA/MC #
Exp. Date Security Code

All orders must be accompanied with payment in U.S. funds. Canadian Cus-
tomers: Write U.S. Funds behind total amount of your check or pay by VISA
or MasterCard.

In Canada these books are available at comparable prices from:

ReformedBookServices
230 Lynden Road, Unit 5A (behind Galaxy Car Wash)
Brantford, Ontario CANADA N3R 8A3,
Phone: 519.304.4709; Email: sales@reformedbookservices.ca
www.reformedbookservices.ca
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ABORTION
REALLY SO BAD?

Having answered the pro-abortionists’ argument, let us now
turn to a higher court of authority than human reasoning
and human consequences. We are called to the even more
important task of positively setting forth the truths and proc-
lamations of God’s Word which are directly and/or indirectly
involved in the issue of abortion. “To the law and to the testi-
mony: if they speak not according to this Word, it is because
there is no light in them” (Isa. 8:20).

Foclonadions o/[ ga/ ¢ Wosd

Proclamation 1: God created mankind in His

own image.

Most people intuitively know that human beings are on a dif-
ferent level than animals. Even the theory of evolution cannot
completely erase the sense most people have of how sacred
human life is. Animals are beautiful and valuable, but we
would kill a grizzly bear to save a child without any qualms
of conscience. We know that people are special.

The Bible explains this sense of the sanctity of human life
when it says in Genesis 1:27, “So God created man in his own
image, in the image of God created he him; male and female
created he them.” Men and women, whatever their age, have a
special value far above the birds and beasts (Matt. 10:31) because
they are God’s most special creation on earth. We should cher-
ish and protect human beings, not just for their usefulness, but
because they represent God’s glory in a unique manner.

Proclamation 2: God rules life and death, ability
and disability as the sovereign King.
We also have a sense that it is not right to “play God” with other
people’s lives. We realize that we do not have the right to treat
people as if we owned them and could dispose of them as we see
fit. The Bible explains this by telling us that God is the King who
owns and rules all of His creation (Ps. 95:3-5). He alone has the
sovereign right to do what He pleases with people (Dan. 4:35).
When God created the world there was no death or pain;
all was “very good” (Gen. 1:31). Death came through Adam’s
disobedience to God’s law (Gen. 2:17; Rom. 5:12). But even
so, God retained His sovereignty over human life and death.
“The LORD killeth, and maketh alive” (1 Sam. 2:6). He rules
over human ability and disability. “And the LORD said unto
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Contemporary Issues ¢ Dr. Joel R. Beeke

What Scripture ;Jys About
%
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Last monthys article on abortion answered pro-abortionists’ arguments on their own turf;
this article expounds scriptural arguments against abortion. Both articles have been printed
by Chapel Library in a 20-page booklet titled, “Is Abortion Really So Bad?,” available free of
charge from Reformation Heritage Books or Chapel Library, 2603 W. Wright St., Pensacola,
Florida 32505; chapel@mountzion.org; §850-438-6666. Please consider ordering a number
of copies to give to your friends.

him, Who hath made man’s mouth? or who maketh the dumb,
or deaf, or the seeing, or the blind? have not I the LORD?”
(Ex. 4:11). So the Bible teaches us to receive each human life
from God’s hand, even if it is a child born with a handicap or
into a difficult family situation. God has a wondrous way of
bringing good out of evil (Gen. 50:20). We are to bow before
His authority as the King of the universe, and not try to play
God with other people’s lives.

Abortion trespasses into divine territory by taking into
the hands of man what belongs to the Lord alone. It insults
His sovereignty, and foolishly grasps the authority to make
decisions for which we don’t have the necessary wisdom.
Consider the following historical case. The father has syphi-
lis, the mother has tuberculosis. They have already had four
children—the first is blind, the second died, the third is deaf
and dumb, and the fourth has tuberculosis. The mother is
pregnant with her fifth child. Will you perform an abortion
for them? If so, then you just killed Ludwig van Beethoven
(1770-1827), a famous German composer and pianist. Playing
God with human lives produces tragic results.

Proclamation 3: God forbids the killing of
innocent human life.

Even after the fall, though man’s heart was totally corrupted
by sin (Gen. 6:5), God told us that remnants of the image of
God remain (James 3:9), and therefore we must treat human
life with great respect. God says in Genesis 9:6, “Whoso shed-
deth man’s blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the
image of God made he man.” The sixth of the Ten Command-
ments says, “Thou shalt not kill” (Ex. 20:13), which in context
means we must not take innocent human life. To kill innocent
people is to attack God, for they bear His sacred image.

Proclamation 4: God reveals the human
personhood of the unborn child.

God personally forms each child in the womb. Job said, “The
Spirit of God hath made me, and the breath of the Almighty
hath given me life” (Job 33:4). David exulted, “Thou hast
covered me in my mother’s womb. I will praise thee; for I am
fearfully and wonderfully made; marvelous are thy works; and
that my soul knoweth right well” (Ps. 139:13-14). What God

makes in the womb is a “me”—a person who has a “soul.”




David also confessed, “Behold I was shapen in iniquity;
and in sin did my mother conceive me” (Ps. 51:5). From his
conception in the womb, David was “in sin.” Objects and
animals cannot be sinners; they have no moral accountability.
Only a person can be a sinner. So the sad reality that from
conception we are in a state of sin proves that conception
creates a human person. Abortion is an attack upon a human
person with the intent to kill. It is premeditated murder.

Proclamation 56: God declares His judgment
against the killers of the unborn.

The Lord has a special compassion for the weak when they
are oppressed by those more powerful than them, whether
it is the foreigner, the widow, or the orphan. He threatens
deadly wrath against oppressors (Ex. 22:21-27). No one is
more vulnerable than an unborn child.

For this reason, God included this law in His legislation
for Israel: “If men strive, and hurt a woman with child, so
that her fruit depart from her, and yet no mischief follow: he
shall be surely punished, according as the woman’s husband
will lay upon him; and he shall pay as the judges determine.
And if any mischief follow, then thou shalt give life for life”
(Ex. 21:22-23). “Her fruit depart” is literally “her offspring
come out.” The law envisions the accidental injury of a preg-
nant woman when two men are fighting, with the result of a
miscarriage. If God decreed the punishment of an accidentally
induced abortion, how much more will He punish an insen-
tional abortion? God abhors all crimes against women, but
violence against pregnant women especially provokes Him to
punish the offending nation (Amos 1:13).

This does not justify taking personal vengeance or acts of
violence against abortion providers. But it does warn us that
if our nation will not protect the innocent, then God will deal
severely with our nation. Senator Jesse Helms wrote, “The
highest level of moral culture is that at which the people of a
nation recognize and protect the sanctity of innocent human
life.... Great nations die when they cease to live by the great
principles which gave them vision and strength to rise above
tyranny and human degradation.... No nation can remain
free or exercise moral leadership when it has embraced the
doctrine of death.”

Proclamation 6: God calls sinners fo repentance
for forgiveness of sins.
When we declare God’s proclamations against abortion, we
do so being painfully conscious that we all have sinned in
many ways (Rom. 3:23). We speak as sinners who have found
mercy with God, inviting other sinners to find the same
mercy. For this purpose God sent Christ to die for sinners
and to rise again: “Him hath God exalted with his right hand
to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel,
and forgiveness of sins” (Acts 5:31).

In Christ Jesus there is a promise of forgiveness to all who
come to Him. But that promise is coupled with the command

to repent (Luke 24:47). Repentance is God’s gift for the salva-

tion of a sinner where a sinner, out of a sense of the evil of his
sin and the goodness of God’s mercy in Christ, turns from
sin to God with grief for and hatred of his sin, and with full
intent to obey God by His gracious help.

Perhaps you have been a party to abortion: a father who
encouraged the death of your child, a mother who submitted
herself to the deadly instruments, a doctor or nurse who per-
formed the procedure, a vocal supporter of abortion in public
policy, or just a silent citizen who has allowed millions of
children to die without voicing your protest. If this is the case,
then you are guilty of bloodshed against the image of God.

But the Lord Jesus Christ invites you, “Come now, let
us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red
like crimson, they shall be as wool” (Isa. 1:18). He stretches
out His nail-pierced hands to you, calling you to “come” to
Him, and promising, “Let the wicked forsake his way, and the
unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the
LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God,
for he will abundantly pardon” (Isa. 55:1, 7).

Tkt Gor 7T to ke o Dlffprernce?

I. Pray. The most powerful act on earth is to fall to your
knees and pray persistently for the Lord to intervene in the
world and turn all nations away from abortion. Pray that the
Lord will grant Supreme Court justices who will have the
courage to uphold the sanctity of life and overturn Roe vs.
Wade, no matter what the populace might say. Pray for doc-
tors who perform abortions that they may repent and again
be inspired by their oath to protect life. Pray for hospital
administrators and nurses that they may lead those who work
with them towards a genuine nurturance of life.

Pray for parents who have lost a child to abortion and
whose hearts are closed to the mercy of God. May God grant
them confession, repentance, and the healing embrace of
divine forgiveness. Pray for those who are overwhelmed by
grief and remorse, and wish they could face their decision all
over again. Pray that God would heal their broken hearts, and
help them to help others to not go through with an abortion.

Pray for those who are tempted by abortion that God would
keep them from killing their own child. Pray for organizations
that work to protect life. And have the courage to pray that
God will judge those in leadership who disobey Him.

2. Educate. An abortion thrives on misinformation and poor
thinking. Search the Scriptures yourself and encourage others
to do so also—both to evangelize the populace and to educate
them about Scripture’s clear-cut teachings concerning the
sanctity of life and the heinousness of destroying life without
good and just cause. Stay abreast of the issues and debates.
Read a good book on abortion and teach young people and
others the truth. An older but still helpful book is C. Everett
Koop, The Right to Live, The Right to Die. A more recent book
is Randy Alcorn, ProLife Answers to ProChoice Arguments.
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3. Support. Give your money to organizations that oppose
abortion, and to pregnancy centers that educate and counsel
women about the child growing within them. Withhold your
support economically from those causes and people who sup-
port the abortion holocaust.

4. Speak up. Let your voice be heard by writing to news-
papers, journals, and clergy who support abortion, as well as
your elected officials. Call your representative and senator or
member of parliament and ask about their position on abor-

tion. Respectfully but firmly explain why you oppose it.

5. Serve. Give of your time, talents, and finances to provide
for unwed mothers in need, adoption programs, or ministries
that care for women suffering from post-abortion guilt. Con-
sider adopting children that are unwanted, or volunteering
to work at crisis pregnancy centers, or getting involved in
sidewalk counseling outside abortion clinics. Minister com-
passion and mercy to those in need.

6. Vote. Get to the ballot box at every opportunity to vote
for candidates who oppose abortion consistently. While there
are other issues that affect voting, none can be more impor-

tant than this.
ant than this. Joel R. Beeke and James W. Beeke

QUESTIONS ABOUT GENETIC RESEARCH

Interview with Dr. R. Seldenrijk about genetic manipulation | Contemporary Issues

Dr. R. Seldenrijk has a biomedical background and an interest in the ethics of health care. For the past eight years, he has worked for
the 'sHeeren Loo Healthcare Foundation, a care organization for the mentally disabled with an administrative office in Amersfoort.
He is involved in establishing and supervising academic research into the causes of mental disabilities. These research projects are car-
ried out in conjunction with various universities in the Netherlands. Dr. Seldenrijk and his wife have three daughters and one son.
Their fourth and eldest daughter died of a serious heart defect at four months of age. Dr. Seldenrijk is a member of the Gereformeerde
Gemeente in Zeist, the Netherlands. He was interviewed by P. A. Gunst and Z. Crum.

GENETICS
Dr. Seldenrijk, where does the word ‘genetics” come from?

It comes from the Greek word gennaein, which means to
bring forth or create. The book of Genesis derives its title
from this word. Genesis is the book in the Bible that talks
about the origin of the world, about everything in the world
that is alive, and about the creation of mankind. In Genesis,
God wrote about how the world was created.

Genetics is the study of hereditary factors: qualities that
have their origins in ancestry and are passed on from gen-
eration to generation.

How are these qualities passed on?

Through genes, which are hereditary carriers. Each gene
carries one hereditary factor, for example, hair or eye color,
blood group, the rhesus factor, or a certain illness.

Where are these genes located in the body?

In the nucleus of each cell. The adult human body has
approximately five thousand million cells, and the nucleus
of each of these cells is the same in any one individual.

The nucleus must be very small.

Yes, it is one hundredth of a millimeter in diameter and
has forty-six chromosomes that contain genes. Obviously,
we need very strong microscopes to see this.

What are chromosomes?
They are rod-like structures that are copied each time a
cell divides. When a male sperm cell unites with a female
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ovum and a new life starts, the embryo receives twenty-
three chromosomes from the father and twenty-three from
the mother, each with its own genes. So the new embryo
cell has forty-six chromosomes. The cell then divides until
the human being is fully developed. The very first embryo
cell contains all the hereditary traits, which will determine
the life of this human being. We can truly say, “Great is Thy

creation, O Lord.”

How long have we known that genes carry hereditary traits?

Around 1860, the Czech monk Gregor Johann Mendel
discovered the existence of genetic factors. More work was
done on this until, in 1909, the Danish botanist Johannsen
used the concept of a gene to describe a hereditary trait.
Once it became clear how hereditary factors were passed on,
the search began for the building blocks of the gene. James
D. Watson, an American, and Francis Crick, an English-
man, discovered these in 1953.

What are the building blocks of a gene?

These are the deoxyribonucleic acids, better known by
their acronym DNA. DNA occurs in all living things:
viruses, bacteria, animals, and people. It is made up of a
double thread that looks like a spiral staircase. DNA is
packed like a ball of yarn into the nucleus of the cell. If
the DNA of all cells in a human being were stretched into
one long thread, the length would equal eight times the
distance from the earth to the moon. This seems unbeliev-
able, but it is true!



Are all genes and their building blocks known?

We know thousands, but there are many more. Research-
ers worldwide are working to discover them all. They esti-
mate it may take another five years. The genes need to
be mapped and catalogued so that the so-called “human

» . . . .
genotype” can be created. In financial terms, millions are
being spent on genetic research.

MANIPULATION
We are speaking here not only about genetics but also about
genetic manipulation. What does that involve?

The word “manipulation” contains the Latin word for
“hand.” In this context, manipulation ultimately means
working with your hands in a laboratory with genetic mate-
rial so that the end result becomes what you want it to be.

How does that happen?

The DNA can be disassembled, and pieces removed. You
can compare it to a building kit where something can be
made in a variety of different ways. It’s also possible to take
pieces of DNA from, for example, a person and combine it
with that of a bacterium.

PRENATAL RESEARCH
What does prenatal research involve?

Prenatal diagnostics, research done before birth, uses
knowledge gained through genetic manipulation. Real gene
therapy, where healthy DNA is transferred into the corre-
sponding DNA of the embryo cell which carries the disease,

is not often used yet in practice.

Research can be done before birth into possible birth defects. Is
that allowed?

Yes, if there is evidence of a need and if, throughout
the process, the welfare of the unborn child is served. An
indication for the need could be previous difficulties in
pregnancy or the prior birth of a handicapped child.

In prenatal research, either amniotic fluid is extracted or a
sample of placental tissue (the mother’s placenta, which has the
same cells as the embryo). Amniotic fluid research dates back
to the 1970s and can be done from the sixteenth week of preg-
nancy. The CVS test (chorionic villus sampling) dates back
to 1982 and can be done from the ninth week of pregnancy.

Genetic manipulation can be viewed as cut and paste work
done with hereditary factors in research center laboratories.

Should we not reject this kind of research?

There have been incorrect applications, but genetic
manipulation has positive uses. For example, the origins of
various illnesses have been discovered through genetic manip-
ulation. This knowledge is applied to prenatal diagnostics. By
transferring healthy DNA from another person into the cor-
responding gene of the carrier of the illness, the disease can,
in principle, be cured. However, you need access to the most
original cell, for example, the embryo cell or the original cell
which produces blood cells. This research is still in its infancy.

Gene therapy, according to Christian ethics, should only
be performed on the same person. That is why you cannot
manipulate the genes of sex cells. This would affect not only
the person who was born through genetic manipulation of
the sex cells, but also their offspring. DNA manipulation
is such precise work that occasionally something could go
wrong and the building blocks can be damaged. The mis-
take would also be passed on. In the medical field, it is all
about the one patient who is sick.

Is gene therapy also practiced on adults or only on the unborn?
If hereditary factors are changed through gene therapy,
this must take place at the beginning of the life cycle: in the
early embryo or in the beginning of the life cycle of blood
cells. The newly injected hereditary factor can reproduce
itself throughout the organism by cell division or, if we are
dealing with blood cells, throughout the blood. This is how

blood disease is treated and cured.

Where else is genetic manipulation used?

Genetic manipulation is used primarily in industry, for
example, in the production of medications. A good exam-
ple of that is insulin, which initially came from the pan-
creases of animals in slaughterhouses. Insulin extraction
from slaughtered animals has decreased while the demand
for insulin has increased. The number of diabetics—who
are dependent on insulin on a daily basis—is expected to
increase dramatically in the future. So human insulin is now
produced by transferring the DNA from the human gene
for insulin into a bacterium. If we need more, we cultivate
more bacteria so that we always have enough.

What are the advantages and disadvantages of prenatal research?

When it is known that the unborn child has a defect,
sometimes treatment can be started during pregnancy. Think
about the metabolic disorder PKU (phenylketonuria). With
this disorder, detected in eight-day-old babies by means of a
heel prick, a certain protein cannot be completely absorbed.
As a result, a harmful substance is produced which damages
the brain. If, during the pregnancy, PKU is detected, the
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mother can immediately
adjust her eating habits,
making sure that this type
of protein isn’t a part of her
diet. Another example is
the insertion of a drain in
an unborn child who has
hydrocephalus, thus some-
what reducing abnormal
brain development.

Both amniocentesis
and chorionic villus sam-
pling, which are forms of prenatal diagnosis to determine
chromosomal or genetic disorders in the fetus, can cause
a spontaneous abortion. This is why there should always
be a medical reason for these tests. The danger is that the
discovery of genetic defects often leads to a recommenda-
tion for abortion. This counters God’s command: “Thou
shalt not kill.” Modern mankind, supposing to know and to
be allowed to do everything, also wants to make decisions

about quality of life.

Is genetic manipulation permitted in all life forms?

There are various successive forms of life: viruses, bac-
teria, plants, animals, and human beings. We see in this
development an incorrect assumption of evolution by mod-
ern mankind. The closer the life form is to that of human
beings, the more careful we need to be with it.

We try to destroy viruses and bacteria that cause dis-
ease. Should we not be allowed to manipulate these as well
by genetic modification to prepare medications that will
counter these viruses and bacteria?

We can dispose of plants that are used for research.
But it is different when you dispose of animals. Proverbs
12:10 says, “A righteous man regardeth the life of his beast.”
The question of whether genetic manipulation is ethically
responsible becomes more pressing if the animal’s welfare
is affected. This is even more true when applied to humans.

What are the implications in relation to Down’s syndrome?
Prenatal research can also determine whether or not

the fetus has Down’s syndrome. These children have forty-

seven instead of forty-six chromosomes in the cell nucleus.

In addition, genetic research can be applied inappropriately, as
you pointed out earlier.

Indeed. As our knowledge of hereditary factors increases,
we conclude that we can create anything. Mankind places
himself above God. We want everything to be perfect and
cannot accept any deviations. As a result, the current trend
is often to advise parents to abort if deviations are discovered
in the fetus through genetic research.

There is also the danger that embryos will be used in
DNA research, which is against the sixth commandment.
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of all
cells in a human being
were stretched into
one long thread,

the length would
equal eight times
the distance from the
earth to the moon.

Shouldn’t parents have a
right to know?

The question does arise:
Should you be informed
that your child will be
born handicapped, espe-
cially if the child has very
little chance of survival? If
you don’t know, you don’t
have to worry about it—
although it will always be
a concern to some extent.
I think it is good to know. More than the usual amount of
prayer can then be offered on this child’s behalf.

Our oldest daughter was born with defects to her heart and
esophagus. We didn’t know about it in advance. However, I
was strongly influenced by the words of the Lord Jesus: “Suf-
fer little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for
of such is the kingdom of heaven.” That was impressed upon
me again after she underwent several operations. And it was
confirmed when the Lord took her away after four months.
She could go to Him,; a better place had been prepared for her.

Concern and care for a disabled person can connect us
to God, although it will be a difficult experience. The Lord
God will be there for us. No one has the right to judge qual-
ity of life. The life of a disabled person is the life of a human

being and is therefore as valuable as that of any other.

QUESTIONS FROM THE AUDIENCE

Are a person’s genetic features easy to determine?
Yes. They are located in the nucleus of all cells and
these cells are also found in the blood. The DNA can be

determined with the extraction of a small amount of blood.

If people possess the same DNA building blocks in their genes,
will they be identical?

No, that’s not necessarily the case. Their development is
partially determined by outside factors such as their envi-
ronment and the food they eat. This is the same for plants
and animals. You might have two identical dandelions, but
the dandelion in fields in the Netherlands is totally different
from the plant in the fields of Switzerland.

What stand should we take concerning further development in
this area?

We shouldn’t reject developments prematurely if we're
not able to take stock of the situation. People didn’t believe
it was possible to go to the moon; they thought the world
would be destroyed. We shouldn’t set limits ahead of time.

It is true that any form of knowledge appeals to our
sense of responsibility. There are limits! We must preserve
the Bible’s view of God’s creation and uphold the value of
human life, including the life of the handicapped.

Translated by Judith van Berkom and reprinted from Daniel, a Dutch periodical
for young people.
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Practical Christianity
Ryan M. McGraw

Death is not a natural part of life; it is the result of sin (Rom.
5:12). Death is dreadful and jarring and there is a sense in
which we should never get used to the thought of it. None of
us know death by experience, but the book of Job calls death
the “king of terrors” (Job 18:14). Most people do not desire to
think about death. However, according to the Bible, death is
one of the most profitable subjects of reflection. In Isaiah 51:6,
the Lord told His people, “Lift up your eyes to the heavens,
look at the earth beneath; the heavens will vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment and its inhabitants die
like flies. But my salvation will last forever, my righteous-
ness will never fail.” The point of this exhortation is that the
certainty of death highlights the joys of the eternal salvation
that God provides for His people. By considering the context
of this passage and then the passage itself, I will seek to show
you how the thought of death is profitable to your soul.

The purpose of this text is to comfort God’s people. These
people are described as those who listen to God’s Word, who
follow after righteousness, and who seek the Lord (v. 1. See
66:5). Christians are likewise those who have been born of God
the Holy Spirit (1 John 3:9; 5:4, 18). Jesus said, “He that is of
God heareth God’s words” (John 8:47). To be a Christian is to
trust God’s promises (Rom. 4:21). In particular, we must trust
that Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life, apart from
whom no one comes to the Father (John 14:6). We are not saved
by works of righteousness which we have done, but by His mercy
(Titus 3:5). We believe in the name of the Lord Jesus so that we
might be saved, and so that we might not be found in our own
righteousness but the righteousness that God gives to us through
faith in Him (Acts 16:31; Phil. 3:9). Nevertheless, those who are
born of God love Christ and keep His commandments (John
14:15). Comfort in the face of death begins with trusting in
Christ alone for your salvation and becoming His loving servants.

The means of the comfort provided is to consider the ways
of God. God promised Abraham that in his seed all the nations
of the earth would be blessed (Gen. 22:18). This blessing came
ultimately to the nations through the work of Christ on the
cross and the offer of the gospel to all who will believe in Him
(Gal. 3:16). Just as God called Abraham and Sarah when they
were solitary and without children (Isa. 51:2) and yet made a
great nation from them, God would likewise take His exiled
people from a desolate wilderness and make them prosper joy-
fully as though they lived in the Garden of Eden (v. 3). God’s
law guides His people in a good path and He will judge His
enemies while He saves them (v. 4-5). Comfort in the face of
death rests upon God’s faithfulness to His covenant promises
and the fact that His arm is mighty to save in Christ.
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Our comfort rests upon the permanence of God’s salvation.
This is set in contrast to the passing nature of life in this world.
When you rise in the morning, look up and picture the sky van-
ishing away like smoke in the wind, and look down and imagine
the earth itself wearing away like an old garment that is ready
to be thrown away (Isa. 51:6). Then look at your own body and
consider that, along with the vast ocean of humanity, you shall
die. This is the one subject that few desire to think about. Yet
this is the one thing that the Lord calls you to meditate upon in
this text. Death is certain and it is part of the wrath and curse
of God upon sin. Those who have not been born of the Holy
Spirit, trusting in Christ alone, and calling God Father through
Him are dead as they live (Eph. 5:14). You are born dead to
spiritual things (Eph. 2:1ff), you will die physically (Heb. 9:27),
and you will experience the everlasting and sensible death of
God’s wrath (Rev. 2:11; 21:8). This makes the permanence of
God’s salvation and His righteousness stand out in glorious
relief. God will no sooner violate His own righteous and immu-
table character than He will permit the salvation of His people
to fail. Isaiah wrote earlier, “Thy dead men shall live, together
with my dead body they shall arise” (Isa. 26:19). God’s promise
of salvation in Christ is just as certain as the reality that we must
all die. Comfort in the face of death is magnified by contrasting
the brevity of life with the permanence of salvation in Christ.

Death will take you one of two directions. Either it will
come to you as a friend to lift you into the arms of Christ,
where you will experience fellowship with His righteousness
eternally in your salvation; or death will throw you violently
under the just wrath of the triune God in hell. Death is the
gateway into both of these worlds and death admits permanent
residents only into each place. One of the greatest wonders
of the gospel is that Jesus Christ has incorporated the most
unnatural part of life into the eternal life of His people. To
live is Christ and to die is gain (Phil. 1:21). Because Christ has
borne the curse of the law of God on our behalf, the sting of
death is removed and the grave has no victory over us (1 Cor.
15:55). He who raised Christ from the dead will transform
our lowly bodies into the likeness of His glorious body (Phil.
3:21) and the Spirit of Him who raised Christ from the dead
will give life to our mortal bodies (Rom. 8:11).

So think upon your death often. Let these thoughts drive
you to Christ the Lord as your Savior. While death is strange
and unnatural, through His Person and work, Christ has made
it profitable to His people.

Ryan M. McGraw is pastor of Grace Presbyterian Church in Conway, South Carolina.
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The debt crisis is very much in the news today. It is on the
one hand a rather simple matter; yet on the other, there can
be many complicating aspects to it, especially given the time
in which we live.

The simple answer is that Scripture in general looks at
debt very negatively. God desires His people to be free not
only from sin (1 John 2:1-6), but also from burdensome
debt (Deut. 15:1-2).Scripture frequently discourages debt,
but recognizes that it cannot always be avoided. Habakkuk
2:2-8 warns against the practice of using borrowed funds
to enhance one’s standard of living, which is what a lot of
today’s credit card debt is about.

At the same time, we have to take into account the com-
plexity of today’s society. When someone borrows to buy a
home, the value of their property tends to exceed that of
their mortgage. The savings of established workers make it
possible for young people to borrow in order to get an educa-
tion. Pension funds lend to companies that need to invest in
space and equipment in order to produce goods and services
and hire workers.

Moreover, the Bible encourages lending to people who
lack the basic necessities of life at zero interest. It discour-
ages the charging of excessive rates of interest that enrich the
wealthy at the expense of the poor. Let’s unpack some of these
points further by reviewing Scripture’s teaching on debt.

old Testament

Lending can be an act of love to our fellow man, which
pleases God. The Hebrew words used for lending signify
that the lender lifts a burden from the borrower by helping
him through a crisis. Since the borrower hopes to be able to
pay back what he owes the lender, he can receive this help
with thanks and self-respect. This is why in the Mosaic Law
the Lord forbade an Israelite to take interest from a fellow
Israelite in such circumstances. In a brotherhood, help should
be given freely and not for profit. The motive behind this is
that without the LORD’s deliverance from bondage in Egypt
all Israelites would have continued as slaves (Lev. 25:35-38;
Ex. 22:25). Meanwhile, however, God allowed the Israelites
to lend at interest to non-Israelites (Deut. 23:19, 20), presum-
ably as part of a more businesslike type of transaction.

However, Israel did not, in practice, follow these guide-
lines required by the Lord. The preaching of the prophets
reveals that abuses became a scourge to the people. Exor-
bitant rates of interest were charged, representing a social
plague, rendering poor debtors destitute. The prophet Eze-
kiel described Israel as having broken all the statutes of the
law regarding debts and interest (Ezek. 18:8, 13, 17; 22:12;
cf. Neh. 5:1-13).
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New Testament

In the New Testament Jesus and the apostles take excep-
tion to such selfish commercial practices carried over from
Old Testament times. Although Jesus nowhere condemns
lending with interest per se, His words warn against living
for money (Matt. 6:19-21). Commercial abuses are typical
of the kingdom of mammon. No one can serve two masters
(Matt. 6:24). Jesus criticizes the accumulation of wealth at
the expense of the poor, just as in the Old Testament. At one
point a creditor is portrayed as forgiving debt just as God
forgives sin (Luke 6:41-42).

Jesus calls for single-minded allegiance to the King.
In that context, we are stewards of everything we have—
family, home, business. We do not possess them. They are
gifts lent to us by the Lord for free, the blessings of His
rule over us. They are never to become our masters, nor to
compete with Him for mastery over us.

Spiritual debt

The Scriptures use the term “debt” also to describe our rela-
tionship to God because of our sin. Sin is a debt that must be
paid or canceled before man is free. On the cross Christ paid
the debt of His people and fulfilled all righteousness. The
Holy Spirit is the Guarantor of the inheritance of the believ-
ers in Christ. The Bible sometimes uses the term “debt” to
refer to sanctification or the gospel ministry. Paul is “a debtor”
to preach the gospel to “the Greeks, and to the Barbarians”
(Rom. 1:14). Christians are “debtors, not to the flesh, to live
according to the flesh” (Rom. 8:12). The Gentiles are debtors
to those who shared the gospel with them (Rom. 15:26, 27).

Soriptural quidelines veqarding debt

1. Duration of debt

When personal debt is unavoidable (mortgage, education,
or a situation of calamity), how long should the loan remain
outstanding? The Old Testament law placed a seven-year
limit on debt (Deut. 15:1-11; 31:10-11). In fact, ‘seventh
years’ were to be designated throughout the land as times
for cancelling debts. Cancellation was to take place during
the Feast of Tabernacles (Deut. 31:10). This provided a time
for community-wide celebration when everyone was released
from their debt burdens.

These instructions regarding the cancellation of debts
were given to limit lenders, not borrowers, for they were in
positions of financial power. In this arrangement, the lender
knew that if he loaned a sum of money that could not rea-
sonably be repaid by the year of release, then the balance of
the obligation was to be forgiven. This required the lender



to care for the long-term best interest of those who were
financially distressed.

This principle of the prosperous and powerful being
under obligation to care for the long-term best interest of
the weak and needy overflows into every area of the Bible’s
teaching, not just creditor/borrower relationships (Prov.
29:7; 31:8-9; Jer. 5:28).

Are these requirements still applicable today? Allow me
to simply say that our debt burdens and the percentage of our
income used to service debts would be more manageable if
God’s wisdom were heeded. It is ignored to our own detriment.

2. Commands to give and lend

We are called upon by God to both “give” and “lend” to
our neighbors (Matt. 5:42; Luke 6:30-35). When are we to
give, and when should we lend? We are to give to those who
have legitimate authority to ask for our money. For example,
taxing authorities have this right (Rom. 13:5-7). We are to
give to those who have immediate, acute needs—the hungry,
naked, and cold (1 John 3:16—18). There are times, however,
when lending and not giving is the loving response to a
genuine need (Deut. 15:7-8; Luke 6:30-35). It is in every-
one’s best long-term interest for individuals to assume the
full responsibility, and its accompanying obligations, for the
well-being of themselves and their dependents.

Lending to the needy, when there is no real chance of
repayment, positions the act of lending (without expecting
to get it back) as one of true charity. By this act, though, the
recipients are enabled both to maintain their self-respect and
to acknowledge the basic truth that they should, if at all pos-
sible, care for themselves. It allows the borrowers to affirm
their desire and hope to be able to meet their obligations. It
allows the lender to emulate God who forgives our debts, as we

are expected to forgive our debtors (Matt. 6:12-14; 18:21-35).

3. Guaranteeing another’s debt repayment

Upon occasion friends or acquaintances ask us to help them
secure their loans. Should a person endorse or co-sign a
debt obligation for the benefit of another person? Scripture
provides strenuous and explicit warnings against doing this.
Proverbs 22:26-27 warns against guaranteeing the repay-
ment of another’s loan, if one lacks the means, or else one
will find oneself suffering unaffordable losses. In such cases,
the borrower is attempting to reach beyond his financial
ability and take advantage of the lender in such situations.

4. Obligations to repay debts

Is there a moral defense for a debtor declaring bankruptcy?
There is no defense, if the borrower has an arrogant atti-
tude from the time the money was borrowed, reasoning
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that, if things turn financially sour, the money will not
need to be repaid because the obligation is avoidable in
bankruptcy court. Seeking voluntary bankruptcy under the
civil law is not prescribed in Scripture. However, the Bible
does instruct us to seek release directly from those for whom
we have entered into guarantees if we need to do so (Prov.
6:1-6). The righteous also give their word and honor it, even
when doing so creates personal hurt (Ps. 15:4).

Scripture defines borrowing and not paying back as
wickedness (Ps. 37:21). Suppose, however, the creditors force
the borrower into involuntary bankruptcy, and the court,
after distributing all assets, declares the debtor absolved
from the unpaid balances. Is a Christian in such a case still
morally obligated to pay? In such a situation, continuing
to repay a legally excused debt is a powerful testimony to
the unbelieving world of the integrity of the debtor, and in
doing this, the Christian emulates the unchanging character
of God, who honors His word in all circumstances (Num.
23:19; Titus 1:2; Heb. 6:13-20). We are called to imitate
the character of God.

5. Speculative borrowing

The world teaches that borrowing is good, especially if we
expect to speculate with it. But is it morally right? Scripture
warns against such speculation which may fail and cause
us to lose more than the value of the assets that we acquire
(Prov. 22:7; Hab. 2:6-7). Why does one desire to speculate
with borrowed money in the first place? Scripture calls us
to examine our hearts to see if greed and covetousness are
present. Beware of them (Prov. 11:6; Isa. 56:11; Luke 12:15;
Rom. 1:29; 2 Peter 2:14)!

6. National debt

Biblically, a nation that maintains a creditor (lending) posi-
tion, rather than a debtor (borrowing) position, is seen as
bearing the mark of God’s special blessings (Deut. 15:6;
28:12-13). This is so, for a nation that borrows must accept
controls on its economic policies and thereby becomes sub-
ject to the restraints imposed by its creditors. Moreover, a
portion of its real wealth is transferred out of this nation to
its foreign creditors. This prevents this wealth (interest and
principal repayment) from being used by this nation. Thus
the capital used to repay the borrowings, both interest and
principal, must be less than the returns earned on the bor-
rowed funds, or else the borrowing nation will be weakened
financially. Nations, as individuals, should seek to avoid
long-term debt whenever possible.

Dr. L. W. Bilkes is a retired pastor of the Free Reformed Churches living in
Grand Rapids, Michigan.
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Octavius Winslow (1808-1878)

By simple, close, and searching views of the cross of Christ,
the Spirit most effectually sanctifies the believer. This is
the true and great method of gospel sanctification. Here
lies the secret of all real holiness and, may I not add, of all
real happiness? For if we separate happiness from holiness,
we separate that which, in the Covenant of Grace, God has
wisely and indissolubly united. The experience of the true
believer must testify to this. We are only Aappy as we are
holy—as the body of sin is daily crucified, as the power of
the indwelling principle of sin is weakened, and as the out-
ward deportment more beautifully and closely corresponds
to the example of Jesus. Let us not then look for a happy
walk apart from a holy one. Trials we may have; indeed if
we are the Lord’s covenant ones, we shall have them, for He
Himself has said, “In the world ye shall have tribulation”
(John 16:33). Disappointments we may meet with—broken
cisterns, thorny roads, wintry skies; but if we are walking in
tellowship with God, walking in the light, growing up into
Christ in all things, [with] the Spirit of adoption dwelling
in us and leading to a filial and unreserved surrender—obh!
there is happiness unspeakable, even though in the very
depth of outward trial! 4 holy walk is a happy walk. This is

God’s order...and therefore must be wise and good.

The Spirit especially and effectually sanctifies by
unfolding the cross of Jesus. We desire to enlarge
upon this point, not only because He Himself presents it
in His Word as one of vast importance, but from the sober
conviction of our judgment that there is no great advance
in holiness without a growing knowledge of Christ as the
sanctification of the believer. A reference to God’s Word
will place this truth in its proper light. “And thou shalt call
his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their
sins” (Matt. 1:21). Not only shall He save them from the
guilt and condemnation of sin, but also from the indwelling
power or reign of sin, so that “sin shall not have dominion
over” them (Rom. 6:14).... Again, “Unto the church of God
which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ
Jesus” (1 Cor. 1:2). But the most striking allusion to this
important truth is found in verse 30, where the Lord Jesus
is especially spoken of as made of God the sanctification of
His people: “But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God
is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctifi-
cation, and redemption.” It is essential to a right reception
of the subject that we should know in what points of view
Christ is made our sanctification, so that believing in Him
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and receiving Him as such, we may “grow up into him in

all things” (Eph. 4:15).

In the first place, the atoning work of Christ lays
the foundation of sanctification. He opens a way by
which God, so to speak, can treat with the soul in the great
business of its holiness. Only upon the broad basis of His
Law honored, His holiness secured, and His justice satisfied
can God in the way of mercy have communication with the
sinner. Here we see the great glory of Jesus as the God-
man Mediator. His atoning work opens a channel through
which God, without compromising a single perfection of
His nature, can communicate the saving and sanctifying
power of His grace to the soul. The obedience and blood-
shedding of our adorable Lord are ever connected in the
divine Word with the sanctification of the church. A few
examples will suffice to show this.

Speaking of the legal but imperfect sanctification by the
sacrifices under the Law, the Apostle supplies an argument
in favor of the superior sanctification by the blood of Christ.
“For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an
heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying
of the flesh: how much more shall the blood of Christ, who
through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to
God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the
living God?” (Heb. 9:13-14).

Thus does the atoning blood of Jesus lay the foundation
of all future degrees of sanctification. The cross of Christ
is, so to speak, the starting point of the soul in this glori-
ous career of holiness and the goal to which it returns. By
it, the body of sin is wounded, and wounded fatally. From
it, pardon, peace, and holiness flow. And through it, the
soul daily rises to God in a holy surrender of itself to His
service. Let no man dream of true mortification of sin, of
real sanctification of heart, who does not deal constantly,
closely, and believingly with the atoning blood of Jesus. The
Holy Spirit brings the cross into the soul and lays it upon
the heart to be the death of sin. “I am crucified with Christ”
(Gal. 2:20). “That I may know him, and the power of his
resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being
made conformable unto his death” (Phil. 3:10). “I bear in
my body the marks of the Lord Jesus” (Gal. 6:17)—and see
how the cross lifted [Paul] above the world and deadened him to
it—"“But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of

our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto



Experiential Christianity

me, and I unto the world” (Gal. 6:14). Thus did Paul breathe

after and attain unto holiness.

The intercession of our Lord Jesus pleads for and
secures the sanctification of the believer. In this
sense, it may be said that He is “made of God unto us sanc-
tification.” The Christian reader may be but imperfectly
aware how closely connected is every spiritual grace and
blessing that he receives with the advocacy of Jesus at the
right hand of God. (Lord, increase our faith in this great and
sanctifying truth!) While yet upon earth, our dear Lord com-
menced that work of intercession for the sanctification of
the church, which He ascended up on high more fully to
carry on. This was the burden of His prayer; and it forms, as
John Owen observes, “the blessed spring of our holiness™—
“Sanctify them through thy truth” (John 17:17). And not
only would He leave it, as it were, as a model of the inter-
cession of His exalted priesthood, but for our encourage-
ment He would provide an evidence of its success. To Peter,
about to pass through a severe temptation, He says, “I have
prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not” (Luke 22:32). Nor
did his faith fail. It was sifted, it was severely shaken, it was
powerfully tried, but it failed not! Not a particle of the pure
gold was lost in the refining, not a grain of the pure wheat
in the sifting. Why?—because Jesus had interceded, and His
intercession was all-prevailing. O the vast and costly blessings
that flow into the soul from the intercession of Christ! Never
shall we know the full extent of this until we pass within the
veil. We shall then know the secret of our spiritual life, of all
our supports, consolations, and victories: why it was that the
spark in the ocean was not quite extinguished, why the ves-
sel in the storm and amid the breakers did not quite become
a wreck; why, when temptations assailed, crosses pressed,
afflictions overwhelmed, and unbelief prevailed, our faith
still did not fail and our [little boat] was not driven from its
moorings; and that “out of the depths” (Ps. 130:1), we were
enabled to cry, “Thanks be unto God, which always causeth
us to triumph in Christ” (2 Cor. 2:14). The secret will then
disclose itself—zhe intercession of Jesus our great High Priest.
How sweet and consoling to the believer is this view of
our exalted Immanuel in the hour of bereavement, when
confined to his chamber of solitude, or languishing upon his
bed of “pining sickness” (Isa. 38:12). Too deeply absorbed in
sorrow, it may be, to give utterance to his anguished spirit in
prayer—his bodily frame so weakened by disease and racked
by pain as to render the mind unfit for close and connected

spiritual thought— O how sweet the intercession of Jesus is then!
How sweet to know that in the hour of the soul’s extremity
when human sympathy and power are exhausted, Jesus has
entered into heaven “now to appear in the presence of God”
(Heb. 9:24) for His suffering child. And when all utter-
ance has failed on earth, when the heart is broken and the
lips are sealed, #hen to look up and see our elder Brother,
the Brother born for our adversity, the exalted High Priest
waving the golden censer before the throne while the cloud
of His atoning merit goes up before the mercy-seat, bear-
ing as it ascends the person, the name, the circumstances,
and the wants of the sufferer below—precious gospel that
opens to the eye of faith so sweet a prospect as this! When
you cannot think of Him, afflicted soul, He is thinking of
you. When you cannot pray to Him, He is praying for you,
for “He ever liveth to make intercession” (Heb. 7:25). But
our Lord Jesus is the sanctification of the believer in still
another and blessed sense.

View Him as the Head of all mediatorial fullness to
His people. “It pleased the Father that in him should all
fulness dwell” (Col. 1:19). “And of his fulness have all we
received, and grace for grace” (John 1:16). Here is sanctifi-
cation for the believer who is mourning over the existence
and power of indwelling sin, feeling it to be his greatest
burden and the cause of his deepest sorrow. In the growing
discovery of the hidden evil—each successive view, it may
be, deeper and darker than the former—where is he to look
but unto Jesus? Where can he fly, but to His cross? Hemmed
in on every side by a host of spiritual Philistines, no avenue
of escape presenting itself, the eternal Spirit leads the soul
to a simple view of Jesus, opens to him the vast treasury of
His grace, and the free welcome to all comers. And what
does he find in that fullness? All that he wants to pardon
sin, to hide deformity, to overcome unbelief, and [to] break
the power of strong corruption; he finds that there is enough
in Christ to make him holy, that, in simply taking his sins
to Jesus, they are pardoned; in taking his strong infirmities,
they are subdued; in taking his wants, they are supplied. In a
word, he finds Christ to be his “wisdom, and righteousness,
and sanctification, and redemption” (1 Cor. 1:30).

Octavius Winslow (1808-1878), who held pastorates in New York and England,
was a prolific author whose writings exhibit Reformed, experiential convictions.
From The Work of the Holy Spirit, reprinted by The Banner of Truth Trust.
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FOR ©OUR CHILDREN —DIANA KLEYN

When you have been naughty, you might feel afraid. You
don’t want anyone to know what you've done, so you avoid
your parents. Maybe they won'’t find out what you did; you
hope your brothers and sisters won'’t tell them! But sooner
or later, your mom or dad calls you to them. What do you
expect they will say and do? You expect to be scolded and
punished. That is what you deserve, since you disobeyed
them. You know it is just and fair.

In some ways, this is what Adam and Eve felt after they
had sinned. They were afraid and hid. They remembered
what God had said: “But of the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die” (Genesis 2:17).
Adam and Eve had eaten the fruit, and they knew they
deserved to die. They expected God to kill them and cast
them out of His presence forever. That would be fair and
just. They must have been terrified when they heard God
call, “Where art thou?” (Genesis 3:9).

But instead of killing Adam and Eve, He gave them a
beautiful promise! Yes, they did receive punishments for their
sin, but God also told them, “I will put enmity between thee
and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel” (Genesis 3:15).
The Holy Spirit helped them understand that this meant that
one day the Messiah would come to pay for their sin.

Children, you also deserve death and destruction, just as
Adam and Eve did. By nature, we all try to hide from God.
We do not want to come to Him. Not only are we sinners, but
we do not want to acknowledge our sin. And still, the Lord is
gracious. God called Adam and Eve, not to kill them, but to
give them a message of hope and salvation. Many years later,
the Lord Jesus Christ explained to Nicodemus, “For God
sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but
that the world through him might be saved” (John 3:17). The
same Savior who welcomed the little children and blessed
them says to you, “Come unto me, all ye that labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). He
knows that you have sinned against Him, but He promises
forgiveness to those who come to Him. Jesus speaks espe-
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COME UNTO ME

Come unto me, all ye that labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.

MATTHEW 1128

cially to those who “labor and are heavy laden.” To “labor”
means to work; “heavy laden” means weighed down. Jesus
calls to everyone staggering under their heavy burdens. This
makes me think of Christian in Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress.
Christian carried a heavy burden on his back. He could not
get rid of it on his own, and knew he needed to find someone
to help him. In Pilgrim’s Progress, Christian is a picture of
every sinner who knows that he is guilty.

Children, do you carry a burden? Are you sad because
you have sinned so many times against God? Are you hiding
from Him? Are you afraid that He will punish you severely
and cast you away from Him forever? Listen to what the
dear Savior says: “Come unto me, all ye that labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” To stay away from
Him means death and destruction; to come to Him means
life and salvation. He calls you to Himself, not to condemn
you, but to take away your heavy burden and give you rest.

When you have been naughty and your parents punish
you, do they send you away from them forever? No, cer-
tainly not! They want you to confess what you have done
so that they can forgive you. Though you must suffer the
consequences of your sin, that awful feeling of guilt is gone,
and once again there is harmony in your home. So it is
with God. As long as you stay away from Him, you will
continue to carry a burden of sin. You will be afraid of God
and believe the lies Satan tells you about Him, just as Eve
believed Satan’s lies in the Garden of Eden.

Perhaps you do not carry a burden. You do not like to
think about sin, nor do you feel bad about sinning against
God. Then you must also go to Jesus. When preaching
about Matthew 11:28, Charles Spurgeon said, “If you can-
not come with a broken heart, come for a broken heart. If
you cannot come with faith, come for faith. If you cannot
come repenting, come and ask the Lord to give you repen-
tance. Come empty-handed, bankrupt, ruined, condemned,
and you will find rest.”!

Dear children, be wise and obedient, and go to Jesus!
It is a great sin and dangerous for your soul to stay away
from Jesus. He calls to you over and over again. By God’s
grace, run to Him today; do not delay, or it may be too late.
“Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he
that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live”
(John 11:25).

1. Charles Haddon Spurgeon. Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit, Volume 28, page
654. London: Passmore and Alabaster, 1882.

Diana Kleyn is the author of several books for children.



SINS WASHED AWAY

A SNOWY SUNDAY

A sailor walked back and forth across the deck of a ship. It
was his turn for the evening watch. As he walked, a sudden
gust of wind caused the vessel to lurch to one side. The sailor
was thrown against the iron rails, and pain shot through his
arm. Angrily, he shouted a dreadful oath, cursing the wind
and the sea and the God who made them. No sooner had
the oath left his lips, than a picture arose in his mind of the
ship sinking under the waves, and fear filled the hardened
sailor’s heart. During that whole night, the curses he had
uttered haunted his mind; he was terrified that God would
condemn his soul to hell forever.

For several days, the sailor was deeply distressed. One
day, while searching his trunk for his pipe, he found a pack-
age of tobacco wrapped in a page torn from a Bible. Nor-
mally, he would not have had the slightest interest in a page
from the Bible, but this time he took notice. It was a page
from the beginning of Isaiah, and it was like medicine to
his wounded soul. With astonishment he read the blessed
words, “Come now, and let us reason together, saith the
LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be white
as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as
wool” (Isaiah 1:18). The Holy Spirit used this text to con-
vert the sailor. He knew he was unworthy of mercy; he had
turned his back on God and lived a wicked life. Would God
be willing to save a wretch like he was? He no longer cursed
or swore; he spent as much time as he could in prayer. He
borrowed a Bible from one of the other sailors and read it
prayerfully. The Lord removed his burden of sin and guilt,
and he was enabled to believe that the Lord Jesus Christ
had forgiven him all his sins. Until his dying day, the sailor
treasured the gracious promise found in Isaiah 1:18. He
never lost his amazement at the grace of God.

Adapted from Instructive Anecdotes Illustrative of the Old and New Testaments,
Eleventh Edition, by John Whitecross. London: Simpkin, Marshal, Hamilton,
Kent & Co, and Glasgow: Thomas D. Morison, n.d., pp. 228-29.

In a small village, a group of people began a Sunday school.
They visited every home in town and invited the children
to come. Mr. Smith had a large family and gladly sent his
children to this Sunday school, for he knew it was important
that they be taught from the Word of God. He was happy
to hear them reciting Scripture and singing hymns, but he
was also thankful that they were taking their lessons to
heart. He noticed that they prayed before they went to bed
and that they tried to be more helpful to one another; they
quarreled less and apologized when they had done wrong,.
Encouraged by the response from the community, the
Sunday school teachers invited the townspeople to join them
for worship on Sundays. Since there was no church, they
met at the home of one of the teachers. The Smiths were
there from the start and attended faithfully every Sunday.
One wintry Sabbath, however, Mr. Smith decided it would
be better to leave his family at home. It was snowing heavily
and the wind was picking up, blowing the snow into deep
drifts. The children were disappointed at not being able to
attend, but they understood the dangers of venturing out
into a snowstorm. After their father had left, one of the
children suggested they have their own meeting. Much later,
Mzr. Smith returned home cold, but safe. He expected his
children to be asleep in their warm little beds, but he was
surprised to hear their voices. Quietly, he entered the living
room. Tears sprang to his eyes when he heard his youngest
daughter, not more than six years old, pouring out her heart
to God in prayer. When she had finished, one of her little
brothers prayed aloud as well. A prayer of thanksgiving rose
from the father’s heart, for he knew the promise was being
tulfilled, “Where two or three are gathered together in my
name, there am I in the midst of them” (Matthew 18:20).

Adapted from Instructive Anecdotes Illustrative of the Old and New Testaments,
Eleventh Edition, by John Whitecross. London: Simpkin, Marshal, Hamilton,
Kent & Co, and Glasgow: Thomas D. Morison, n.d., p. 328.
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search. The leftover letters will spell out a text. If you have difficulty with the
scrambled words, you can find them in the following Scripture passages: Isaiah

Here are some words for you to unscramble. Then look for them in the word-

1:18; Isaiah 55:1, 3; Matthew 11:28; John 7:37; 2 Peter 3:9; Revelation 22:17.

Answers to last month’s puzzle:
P L O o W S T L O Y \4 A E H | W 1. Truth 18. raised
2. Hear 19. die
T| R O K| E|N S'L O R D|F | U A 3. Reason 20. end
4. Never 21. drink
S N I TIT I O H L M R E| AT 5. Righteousness 22. know
6. Sheep 23. we
7. Part 24. earl
E/' N T C D S|IR|B L A/E|E|]Y Y| E 3. thief 25, youy
9. Father 26. until
RIHIE S E A S A/ E E/ LW R| V| R 10. repent 27. life
11. thousand 28. eye
W/ C R I E D T P L N O L E| R|S e el
3. darkness 30. ready
14. Son 31. “Thou hast
S C A R L E T Y R N I E \Y A D 15. narrow the words of
16. when eternal life”
C G W J E S U S S O E 1, E E A 17. near (John 6:68).
R'R L I S P I R I T M V C H L Sy
Leah Boerkoel Kelly Overbeeke
I E T | H L N G K E N  H I I N E Phillip Boerkoel ~ Jonathan Scherer
Silvia Boerkoel Kaitlyn Stubbe
M A NI LI O L IN I E I D S Y S L I Becky Boot Sar Stubbe
Shelly Boot Hanna Sweetman
David Byl anine Sweetman
S T S S U 1 I Dl VvV O I E E E E Julia Byly {Qra Sweetman
Mark Byl Megan VanderStel
@) F A A R @) A N T E R N F H M Tony Castellano (2) Hannah VanKempen
Don R. Cox (2) Grace Vroegindewey
Elijah Meschke Amy Vrugteveen
N E N D E L S E G A E O I R O Lui{as Meschke Hez{ther {g/rugteveen
Nick Meschke Kaitlyn Vrugteveen
R/Y T T U|O H T|I1 W P M|L H C aire S
1.YNA 13.FLEI .ORASEN
2.LAL 14 HTEWI 26 STREWA
3.MOEC 15.SLAHL 27. TRISHT
4.DRLO 16. RYEVE 28.PRIHES
5.WSON 17 NOYEM 29.ITRIPS
6.OWLO 18. CRPEI 30, ELRYEF
7.SNSI 19.AVEHY 3.LCETRSA
8.ARHE 200ALNDE 3Z2.MOSCINR
9.0LUS 21. TAGRE 33.TWOHUTI
10.ELIV 22.IRECD 34 ILNENIC
11.TRES 23.KINRD 35.O0SMIPER
12.VGEI 24.SJUES 3. GIWLNIL

Please send your
puzzle answers to:
Banner Puzzles and Questions

Attn: Mrs. Diana Kleyn
540 Crescent St. NE, Grand Rapids, M| 49503
e-mail: cdkleyn@charter.net




CORNER FOR TEENS

Maybe you've heard someone say, “I'm pre-mil, or post-mil,
or a-mil.” You shrug it off and think, “That’s all Greek to
me!” It actually is Greek, and refers to the various positions
regarding the end times or Second Coming of Christ. “Mil”
is the short form for millennium, which means a thousand
years. The millennium is the thousand year reign of Christ
and His saints which follows the binding of Satan (men-
tioned in Revelation 20), which, because of the many diverse
and damaging misinterpretations, has become central to
eschatology. The three most common views of the end times
are premillennialism, postmillennialism and amillennialism.
Though they differ on important issues such as the length of
the thousand years, the nature of Christ’s kingdom on earth,
the relationship between Israel and the church, the role of the
Devil, the tribulation, the end-times signs, the number and
timings of the resurrections and of Christ’s coming(s), they
also have much in common and have been held by Christians
throughout the ages and around the world.

Pre-mil is the short form for premillennialism. Those
who believe this teach that after the end time signs, includ-
ing the great tribulation, Christ will return to earth to bind
Satan, resurrect His people, and reign on earth for a thou-
sand years; after which Satan will be released for a little
season before the resurrection of all at the final judgment
and the return of the kingdom to the Father.

Post-mil is the short form for postmillennialism. Those
who believe this teach that most of the signs of the times
have been fulfilled, and that the thousand years is a figura-
tive term for a future golden age of Christianity on earth
when the devil will be almost totally bound and the earth
almost totally Christianized, followed by a brief period
of Satanic loosing and the Lord’s return to earth for the
final judgment.

A-mil is the short form for amillennialism. Those who
believe this teach that the thousand years is a figurative

REV. MARK KELDERMAN & REV. MAARTEN KUIVENHOVEN

term for Christ’s present kingdom on earth and in heaven
between His first and second comings, during which the
Devil is significantly bound, and which will be concluded
with these climactic end-time signs, Christ’s Second Com-
ing, the resurrection of the dead, the final judgment, and
the everlasting kingdom.

What view does the Reformed faith take? For the most
part, many in the Reformed faith, including our churches,
take the view of amillennialism as being the most bibli-
cally consistent.

You might ask, “Why does this matter?” It matters
because the view we hold will determine how we interpret
Scripture and how we view the future. Amillennialism is the
most consistent and allows us to interpret Scripture doing
justice to all of Scripture. The most important thing for us
to recognize is that the end is coming and Christ is com-
ing again to judge the living and the dead. Christ’s Second
Coming is announced throughout Scripture. On that day,
the dead will be raised, the living will be taken up before
the great white throne, and the judgment will take place.

We have studied the Reformed faith for almost two
years, but all that knowledge and study will profit you noth-
ing if you are not clothed in the white robes of Christ’s
righteousness by faith. How will you give account on that
day? For the child of God, it is a day of joy, vindication, and
an eternity of praising the Lamb. For the unbeliever, it will
be an introduction to an eternity of weeping, gnashing of

teeth, and the fires of hell. Where will you be?

Rev. Mark Kelderman is pastor of the Heritage Netherlands Reformed
Congregation of Burgessville, Ontario. Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven is a pas-
tor of the Heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids,
Michigan, and a Th.M. theological student at Puritan Reformed Theological
Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan. Feel free to email either of them: makel-
derman@execulink.com; kuivenhoven.maarten@gmail.com.
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News M Anvoumcenwents >

ANNOUNCEMENT OF UPCOMING MEETINGS

The Lord willing, the Synod Prayer Service, Theological Seminary
Committee, and Synod meeting will be held respectively on March
27-30 in Burgessville, Ontario. The Synod Prayer Service will be held
on March 27, at 7:30 p.m.

March 28, 8:00 a.m.
Theological Seminary Committee Meeting
This committee will meet in the Burgessville church to assess progress
of the seminary, discuss future plans, and interview applicants.

Men who believe they are being called to the ministry of the
gospel and desire to be admitted into the Puritan Reformed Theo-
logical Seminary should contact either the president, Mr. Kevin Ash
(kevina@gentex.com), or secretary, Rev. Bartel Elshout (belshout@
gmail.com) of the Theological Seminary Committee, or the president
of your own consistory for further information on the procedures and
requirements in order to obtain a consistory attest.

March 29, 8:00 a.m.
Synod Meeting
The Synod meeting will be held in the Burgessville church. Consisto-
ries and Synod-appointed committees are reminded that all material
for Synod should be forwarded to Rev. Don Overbeek (don.overbeek@
auracom.com) by February 15 for distribution to the consistories.

March 30, 9:00 a.m.—3:30 p.m.
Office-bearers’ Conference
All FRC and HRC pastors, elders, and deacons (current and previous)
are invited to a FRC/HRC Combined Office-bearers’ Conference to be
held in Burgessville, Ontario on Friday, March 30,2012, the Lord willing.

The Lord willing, our guest speaker will be Rev. Maurice Roberts.
He will address us at 9:00 a.m. on “Justification: the Only Gateway to
True Piety” and at 11:00 a.m. on “Sanctification: the Daily Practice
of Piety.” The presentations will be approximately one hour in length
with a thirty-minute Q/A discussion session after each presentation.
The morning coffee break and noon meal will also provide opportuni-
ties for fellowship and dialogue.

The topics and lunch will be held in the Burgessville HRC church
building located at 685 Main Street, Burgessville, Ontario.

We warmly encourage all office-bearers who can to reserve March
30, 2012 and to attend this combined FRC/HRC Office-bearers’
Conference with Rev. Maurice Roberts.

If you have any questions or plan to attend the sessions and the
noon meal, please reserve by emailing jimbeeke@shaw.ca prior to
March 15. We need to know the number for lunch in advance.

We trust that our gracious Lord will grant us a blessed time together.

HRC YOUTH CAMP 2012
Mark Your Calendars for July 10-13!
What daily choices do you make? Did you know that those choices
reveal whether you follow Wisdom or Folly? There are two ways to
live: pursue Wisdom or pursue Folly. The Holy Spirit through Solo-
mon beseeches us to seek the Lord Jesus Christ, who is true Wisdom.
He is both our source of wisdom for our relationship with Him and
our pattern of wisdom for making wise choices. If we find and follow
Him as Wisdom, we will find real purpose and joy in life. When we
tollow Christ, He promises spiritual and eternal life, as well as practi-

56 The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth FEBRUARY 2012

cal wisdom leading to genuine riches and honor, ways of pleasantness,
paths of peace, lifetime guidance, and happiness in contrast to the
fading and temporary pleasures of folly.

Our theme for Youth Camp 2012 is “Wisdom: a fountain of life.”
We will explore the wisdom that Solomon has written about in Prov-
erbs and learn how it applies to all spheres of our life. Camp will be
held July 10-13 (Tuesday—Friday) at Camp Michawana in Hastings,
Michigan. Registration forms will be available in April 2012. If you
have any questions, please call Gary & Cindy Kwekel at (616) 281-
2065 or Tim & Brenda Pols at (616) 536-2171. We look forward to
seeing you there.

HERITAGE SPRING RETREAT

Mark your calendar. The 4th annual Heritage Spring Retreat will be
held Monday, May 21, through Thursday, May 24, 2012, the Lord
willing. The location will again be the Circle-Square Ranch near
Brantford, Ontario. Please watch for details and check heritageretreat.
ca for updates. Topics will center on the theme of wisdom. We look
forward to seeing you in May at the retreat for, what we trust and pray,
will be a spiritually profitable time.

— Heritage Spring Retreat Organizing Committee

TEACHERS NEEDED
Oxford Reformed Christian School
The Board of Oxford Reformed Christian School invites applications
for elementary and secondary teaching positions for the 2012/2013
school year.

We are a parent-run school serving the needs of several local
Reformed communities and have been operating for seven years. We
have been blessed with a new facility located in Mt. Elgin, a rural vil-
lage in South-western Ontario. Our present enrolment is 215 students
and we offer Kindergarten to grade 12. We have a need for qualified,
energetic elementary and secondary teachers to join our staff team.
All applicants committed to the Reformed faith and to Christian
education are encouraged to apply.

Applications should include a resumé, statement of faith, philoso-
phy of Christian education, and references. Promptly send to: Oxford
Reformed Christian School, ¢/o Mr. W. Van Brugge (principal),
333182 Plank Line, Box 87, Mt. Elgin, Ontario NOJ 1NO. Phone:
519-485-1142; E-mail: orcswvb@execulink.com.

Rehoboth Christian School

Rehoboth Christian School in Copetown, Ontario, is soliciting appli-
cants for elementary and secondary teaching positions beginning in
September, 2012. For more information about Rehoboth, check out
our website at www.rehoboth.on.ca. Please send a cover letter and
resumé to the attention of: Mr. Paul Vandenberg, Ed. Committee
Chairman, c/o RCS Board Secretary, 198 Inksetter Road, P.O. Box
70, Copetown, Ontario LOR 1J0. Phone: 905-627-5977; Fax: 905-
628-4422; E-mail: BoardSecretary@rehoboth.on.ca.

Obituary notices, church events, and marriage and anniversary notices
will be printed free of charge and under no obligation of a gift received.
Other announcements and/or requests will be approved by the
editorial committee on an individual basis as received.



NATIONAL NEWS
Supreme Court Kicks Churches Out of NYC Schools

The Supreme Court declined to hear an appeal by an evangelical
church regarding the ban against churches using public schools in
New York City. The court’s refusal to hear the case allows a lower
court ruling to stand, which means sixty churches will soon need to
find new places to gather for worship. One of those churches is Trinity
Grace Church of Brooklyn, led by Pastor Caleb Clardy. Most trou-
bling to Clardy is the disregard for local officials’ relationship with the
church. He points out that two other groups, a basketball league and
a farmers’ market, also use the school property on Sunday mornings.
Meeting spaces are difficult to find in New York City; those that are
available are often prohibitively expensive for churches. Using public
schools, an option that has become popular throughout the country,
has been a win-win for churches and school districts. Churches need
the space, and school districts need the revenue. (Excerpted from

ChristianityToday)

Did you know...?
Valentine Day 2012 spending is expected to exceed $15.7 billion. The
average weekly giving to organizations of faith in the US: $2 billion.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

No Safe Haven for Believers in Saudi Arabia
Saudi officials are cracking down on Christians again, and a
spokesman for an international human rights organization says
Ethiopians are the target this time. Jonathan Racho of Inter-
national Christian Concern (ICC) explains that the practice of
Christianity is forbidden in Saudi Arabia, which makes it dif-
ficult for foreign Christians working in the country to worship.
“Saudi officials arrested thirty-five Christians,” he reports. “The
Christians are from Ethiopia, and they were gathering to worship at
a private home.”

He details why they were not at a church. “As you know, there
is no church in Saudi Arabia. There is no church building, no syna-
gogue—nothing is allowed, except the Islamic mosques,” Racho tells
OneNewsNow. “So, Christians who come there to work are forced to
worship in their homes.” But he finds it ironic there are no churches
in the country, pointing out that “Saudi Arabia is a country that builds
mosques all over the world,” yet no churches are allowed on home turf.

So far, no formal charges have been lodged against the Ethiopians,
so the ICC spokesman is encouraging listeners to contact the Saudi
embassy in Washington and request that the Christians be released.
(Charlie Butts— OneNewsNow)

Commentary:
Trends in the Christian Church in Israel
“The Israeli Church is maturing. There is a growing generation of
second-generation Christians, confident of their faith, secure in
their place in society, and increasingly competent at home and in
the workplace. Most churches still lack solid, theologically mature,
and biblically informed teaching. As a result, there is a low level of
understanding and a low level of theological commitment. But there
is a hankering for a more substantial teaching ministry and a refusal
to preserve congregational taboos. At the same time, as has often hap-
pened in the history of the church, false doctrines are forcing church

<« Christion World View

leaders to sharpen their theological wits and draw up a more coherent,
more biblically based understanding of the Faith.

“Congregations that were satisfied to conduct services in Ambharic,
English, or Russian are being increasingly challenged to use more
Hebrew and adopt a more local cultural flavor, without the accrue-
ments of Jewish religiosity. Intuitively, the young people sense the
gospel teaching that the people of Christ are one, and that such
oneness should find practical expression in the way church life is
structured and conducted.

“While some have chosen to focus on what might be described as
Christian entertainment, coupled with a focus on counseling, a kind
of ‘feel-good’ spirituality that purports to promote spiritual under-
standing, a growing number of young people are attending university,
sharpening their intellectual skills and bringing their newly developed
abilities into the life of their families and churches. It is hoped that
they will also come to apply those abilities in the realm of spiritual
comprehensions, the study of Scripture and the development of a con-
sistent Christian worldview. Characteristically, God is bringing out
of the ashes of my generation (I'm one of the oldest local Christians

in the country) a beautiful rose.”
Baruch Maoz in Soli Deo Gloria

PERSECUTION FOCUS: CHINA

Key issues in Chinese religious rights are taking a pivotal turn at
year’s end as the beleaguered Shouwang house church in Beijing
will celebrate its last outdoor service on Christmas Day, and “disap-
peared” human rights lawyer Gao Zhisheng has ostensibly resur-
faced—in an undisclosed prison. Denied access to a building they
had purchased as a worship venue, the Shouwang church has been
meeting outdoors—and facing weekly arrests—since April 10. A
source in Beijing told Compass that this year church leaders will
renew their fight to retain the venue the government had denied the
congregation. “They said the church would actively pursue realizing
the goal of returning to meet indoors after Christmas,” the source
said. “And they still believe the best way to resolve the issue is that
the government would permit the church to enter into the space it
bought.” After twenty months of secret detention, the Beijing First
Intermediate People’s Court ordered Christian human rights lawyer
Gao to serve what had been a suspended three-year prison sentence—
supposedly for violating terms of his probation. The order came just
as the five-year probation period for Gao expired. In 2006, he had
been charged with “subverting the power of the state” for defending
Christian house church members and members of the Falun Gong
spiritual movement. The state-run Xinhua News Agency reported
last week that since Gao had violated terms of
his probation, he would now be required
to serve the prison term in an as yet
unnamed facility. The mainstream
press scoffed at the notion of
Gao “violating” the terms of his
probation when police have held
him in undisclosed locations,
incommunicado, for all but two
months of the past three years.
(Compass Direct News)
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(n Meworiam of MARTIN HOLDT (1941-2011)

Pastor Martin Holdt, one of South Africa’s greatest prayer
warriors and gospel preachers, went to be with his Lord
on December 31, 2011. He preached at a church plant on
December 25, then underwent medical tests the following
Tuesday and was diagnosed with advanced pancreatic and
liver cancer. He spent some precious time with his Elsabe
and his dear children the next few days, telling them how
he longed to be with his Savior. When some of his former
elders visited him in the hospital during his last days, he
raised his hands on his bed and cried out, “O, what amaz-
ing peace!” He went into a coma on Saturday morning and
died that same evening, a few hours before 2012 dawned.

The presence of the Lord was evident at his funeral ser-
vice on January 6, at the Gereformeerde Kerk Wapadrant,
where the pastor who succeeded Martin at the church, Wil-
lem Bronkhorst, spoke powerfully of God’s amazing grace.
Pastor Holdt’s son Jonathan, a pastor in South Africa as well
as a theological student at Puritan Reformed Theological
Seminary, gave a moving tribute about his father’s prayer
life, faithfulness, and preaching. God has used those gifts
for the conversion of many people in South Africa and,
very probably, around the world, wherever this dear brother
preached the gospel at various conferences.

Martin Holdt was converted at age nineteen through the
Puritan-minded ministry of Victor Thomas. He soon felt
called to the ministry. After studying at Baptist Theological
College in Johannesburg, he fully embraced the doctrines of
grace and for more than four decades served several churches
in South Africa, most of which he planted. In the last years
of his life, he was president of Afrikaans Baptist Seminary.

Pastor Holdt was a truly godly person. His communion
with God was extraordinary, much like that of Puritan
ministers in the seventeenth century. His son Jonathan said
at the funeral:

I do not doubt that my dad was in the words spoken to
Daniel “a man greatly beloved” of the Lord. He walked
with God. He communed with God. He spent hours in
prayer interceding for the cause of Christ. In his prayer
book he would write the names of his family members,
his friends, and each member of his congregation. He
would pray each day for each of these names, rising
early in the morning hour and spending time with God
in prayer. I remember what an impact my dad’s prayers
had on me prior to my conversion. Leaving for work
at about 6:30 a.m., I heard my father’s fervent prayers
as | walked past his study window each day. What an
impression it made upon me! He was indeed an Elijah
when it came to prayer. What a blessing his prayers were
to so many, indeed even to this country.

Martin Holdt was one of my closest friends on earth.
Recently, I dedicated a book on prayer to him. Only weeks
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ago he invited me to come a year from now to speak at the
three Grace Ministers’ Conferences that he organized each
January. I gladly accepted and told him that it would be great
to be with him again, the Lord willing. But that was not
meant to be. In aletter to the mourning Holdt family, I wrote:

I will miss your loved one greatly, and have grieved
along with you in recent days. How well I remember
first meeting Martin Holdt at a conference in Missis-
sippi. As soon as we heard each other speak, we felt
an indescribable sense of the communion of saints. He
was struggling with a pastoral call at the moment, and
wanted me to pray with him about it. We bonded with
each other as we prayed. I will never forget his prayers
for me and all the heart-to-heart talks I had with him.
God granted Martin a Benjamin’s portion (five times as
much) as most of his brothers in the ministry in terms
of spiritual power and warmth and compassion and love.
Truly, he was a pastor of pastors.

At the first conference I did for Martin in South
Africa, he greeted me every morning with the salutation
of Hebrews 3:1, “Good morning, holy brother, partaker
of the heavenly calling, how are you this morning?”
Already on that trip he began to call me Gabba. I had no
clue about what it meant until someone overheard it and
asked, “Did you hear that he just called you, Gabba?”

“Yes,” I said, “but what does that mean?”

“That is an African term of endearment that means
you are closer than a brother.”

That truly moved me. I began to call Martin Gabba
as well, and for many years that has been our name for
each other. Truly, your dear one was a Gabba to me in
the Lord Jesus Christ.

Most touching of all, however, is how he prayed
for me, my wife, and our three children, every morning
from that time on. Once he showed me our names in
his prayer book lying beside his little prayer stool. How
I have treasured those prayers through the years! Like
John Newton, I can say that my best friends are those
who carry my worthless name every day heavenward,
lisping it in the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth.

What a treasury of prayers he has laid for you,
Elsabe, children, and grandchildren at heaven’s gates!
Truly Matthew Henry is right when he said that we can
better leave our loved ones a treasury of prayers than a
treasury of gold and silver.

How I wish I could be with you in your bittersweet
hours now—rejoicing in that “precious in the sight of
the Lord is the dying of his saints,” and grieving over
your heavy loss. Truly, your loss is his gain.

Martin Holdt loved his family. He deeply appreciated his
wife, Elsabe, who is an anesthesiologist, and he also spoke
often of the extraordinary godliness of his first wife, Beryl,



who died of cancer in 1996. His children were dear to his
heart. In recent years, he wrote letters that lovingly warned
them to be ready for death, to strive for holiness, and to
diligently read their Bibles. He urged them to read at least
five chapters a day, while he usually read seven chapters each
day—and grieved that he read so little! On August 8, 2009,
he wrote to his children, “Whether the rest of my life is long
or short, I am going to pray that you all will be on fire for
Jesus Christ. He is altogether lovely and if you have not yet
discovered that, please seek Him while He may be found.”
He also expressed his own longings to be with Christ for-
ever. On September 25, 2009, he wrote, “I am now nearer
the day when I shall go to glory myself and [will] bask in
the glory of our beloved Lord Jesus Christ!”

God’s servant, Martin Holdt, has now received the
desire of his heart to hear his Master say, “Well done, thou
good and faithful servant,” and has entered into the joy
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of his Lord—forever sin-free in Immanuel’s bosom and
Immanuel’s land!

Stephen Rees, a friend of Martin’s from the United King-
dom, closes his memorial letter about this dear brother by
saying, “I found these words on a gravestone in the church-
yard at Mellor:

Weep not for me
Thou too must die

But fly from sin
On Christ rely.

Life is uncertain
Death is sure

Sin is the wound
Christ is the cure.

Are you ready? One day, all who belong to Christ will meet
in the house of the Lord, where all mourning is over, and
feasting continues forever. Will you be there?”
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2012 WOMEN’S CONFERENCE
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= Morning Session:
The Strength of the Vessel
Speaker: Rev. Johnny Serafini

=5 Afternoon Session:
The Beauty and Fragrance of the Vessel
Speaker: Rev. Johnny Serafini
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«sThe conference will take place:
on Tuesday, April 24, 2012, D.V.
at the Maranatha Christian Reformed Church
Woodstock, Ontario, Canada

For more information or to register please contact:
Beth Dendekker (beth.dendekker@gmail.com)

The 15" Annual

Cambridge Reformed Bible Conference
with
Dr. James White as guest speaker
March 23" and 24™, 2012

Theme
The World In The Church

Where

Calvary Pentecostal Assembly
127 Hespeler Road (HWY 24), Cambridge, Ontario

Friday 8:00 pm
What Is The Effect Of the World On The Church Intellectually?

Saturday 10:00 am
What Is The Effect Of The World Morally?

Saturday 1:00 pm
What Is The Effect Of The World On The Worship Of The Church?

Dr. James White is the director of Alpha and Omega Ministries, a
Christian Apologetics organization based in Phoenix, Arizona. He
received a B.A. from Grand Canyon College, an M.A. from

Fuller Theological Seminary, and a Th.M., a Th.D., and a D.Min.
from Columbia Evangelical Seminary. He has served as a
professor of Greek, Hebrew, Systematic Theology, and various
apologetic topics at Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary
and Columbia Evangelical Seminary, where he received his
doctorate and is a consultant for the Lockman Foundation's New
American Standard Bible.

Dr. White has participated in various moderated debates,
covering topics such as Calvinism, Roman Catholicism, Islam,
Mormonism, and Jehovah's Witnesses.

He is an elder of the Phoenix Reformed Baptist Church, has been married to his wife Kelli for
more than twenty-six years, and has two children, Joshua and Summer.
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IMMORTAL HONORS REST ON JESUS’ HEAD

Immortal honors rest on Jesus’ head;

My God, my portion, and my living bread;

In Him I live, upon Him cast my care;

He saves from death, destruction, and despair.

He is my refuge in each deep distress;

The Lord my strength and glorious righteousness;
Through floods and flames He leads me safely on,
And daily makes His sovereign goodness known.

My every need He richly will supply;

Nor will His mercy ever let me die;

In Him there dwells a treasure all divine,

And matchless grace has made that treasure mine.

O that my soul could love and praise Him more,
His beauties trace, His majesty adore;

Live near His heart, upon His bosom lean;
Obey His voice, and all His will esteem.

— WILLIAM GADSBY
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